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	March, 2006

Youth Services Program: providing motivation and teaching life skills 
Dear Friend: 
I’ve been working with Hawaii’s young people for many years, so I know how important it is to reach out to young people at risk.
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To meet that need, in 2003 the City and County of Honolulu established the Youth Services Center as part of the Department of Community Services. The Center is a one-stop facility which provides services to at-risk, disadvantaged, and offender youth and young adults through seven prevention, intervention and treatment and rehabilitation programs.

The Center provides and facilitates individualized services in the areas of education, employment and personal development for youth, young adults and their families. The objective is to enable them to achieve their goals and become responsible citizens in their community.

   Programs were previously operated independently of each other, and in some instances they competed against one another. By serving as a one-stop facility, the Center eliminates the confusion and frustration that face Honolulu’s youth in trying to access programs and services that allow their advancement towards economic, educational and social well being.  

Because the Center’s work is so important to our community, I helped secure $98,723 in Federal funding for the Center’s Youth Challenge Academy. This investment will yield returns in the form of stronger families, more stable communities and individuals empowered to set and achieve life goals. 
For more information and to download the application to participate in the Center’s programs, go to http://www.co.honolulu.hi.us/dcs/youthservices.htm. 
Sincerely,


Neil Abercrombie
Member of Congress
If you would like be removed from my e-neil update list, please go to my website at http://www.house.gov/abercrombie/e-neil.shtml and fill out the un-subscribe portion of the web page.

	Youth Services Center Programs

	
1. Youth Services Program 
(YSC’s flagship program)
· Program: Provides young people the opportunity to achieve educational, employment and personal goals.

· Participants: 14-24 year old offenders and those at-risk for court/gang involvement. 

2. Building For Stronger Tomorrows
· Program: Provides opportunities for participants to secure employment through training, job development and referral services. Components of the program include intensive case management, vocational training and employment services.
 
· Participants: 18+ year old public housing residents. 

3. Juvenile Justice Center (JJC)
· Program: Provides juveniles with accountability-based sanctions and services to prevent further involvement in the juvenile justice system.

· Participants: Juveniles arrested for status offenses; first-time law violators 
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Youth Challenge Academy Cadets, Class 22, at USS Arizona Memorial community service project.


	4. WIA* Youth Program Operator
    
*WIA: Workforce Investment Act is legislation that provides American workers with the chance to equip themselves with the skills and information needed to compete in the new economy and to help them take responsibility for building a better future for themselves and their families.
· Program: Provides technical assistance and consultation to Oahu’s WIA service providers to ensure that the WIA elements are made available to participants and that performance measures and program outcomes are met.

· Participants: WIA Service Providers. 

5. Youth Build Honolulu
· Program: Provides alternative educational and job training program that prepares students for employment and positive citizenship.

· Participants: 16-24 year old disadvantaged, non-high school graduates. 

6. Youth Challenge Academy (YC)
· Program: Provides youth a chance to obtain a high school diploma by offering life skills training and stressing academic preparation, leadership development, mentoring, physical fitness and post-high school graduation placement in jobs, continued education and/or a military career.

· Participants: 16 -18 year old at-risk youths. 
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