
KEEPING SCORE 
 

(Adopts FY 2003 Budget “Simple Traffic Light Grading System: 
Green for Success, Yellow for Mixed Results, Red for Unsatisfactory) 

 
 

Director                    Dates of Service Average Monthly Growth in Public Debt 
 

\ 

 

 
 

Roy L. Ash 
February 1973-February 1975 
 
 

Start: $1.200 Billion 

End: $5.576 Billion 
 

 

 
 

James Lynn 
February 1975-January 1977 
 

Start: $5.576 Billion 

End: $4.437 Billion 

 

 
 

Thomas Lance 
January 1977- September 1977 
 

Start: $4.437 Billion 

End: $4.635 Billion 

 

 

 
 

James McIntyre  
September 1977- January 1981 
 

Start: $4.635 Billion 

End: $7.331 Billion 

 

 
 

David Stockman 
January 1981- August 1985 
 

Start: $7.331 Billion 

End: $18.634 Billion 

 

 
 

James Miller 
December 1985- October 1988 
 

Start: $18.142 Billion 

End: $12.829 Billion 

 

 

 

Joseph R. Wright 
November 1988- January 1989 
 

Start: $12.746 Billion 

End: $12.010 Billion 

 

 
 

Richard Darman 
January 1989-January 1993 
 

Start: $12.010 Billion 

End: $23.354 Billion 

 

 
 

Leon Panetta 
January 1993- July 1994 
 
 

Start: $23.354 Billion 

End: $13.423 Billion 

 

 
 

Alice Rivlin 
July 1994- June 1996 
 
 

Start: $13.423 Billion 

End: $11.147 Billion 

 

 
 

Franklin Raines 
September 1996- May 1998 
 

Start: $9.823 Billion 

End: $-3.969 Billion  

 

 
 

Jacob Lew 
August 1998- January 2001 
 
 

Start: -$5.343 Billion 

End: -$18.555 Billion 

 

 

Mitch Daniels 
January 2001-Present 

Start: -$18.555 Billion 

End: $1.637 Billion 

 

Debt Growth Increased $4.4B/Month 

Debt Growth Decreased -$1.2B/Month 

Debt Growth Increased $.3B/Month 

Debt Growth Increased $2.7B/Month 

Debt Growth Decreased -$5.3B/Month

Debt Growth Decreased -$.6B/Month 

Debt Growth Increased 
 by $11.2B/Month 

Debt Growth Decreased -$9.9B/Month

Debt Growth Decreased -$2.3B/Month

Debt Growth Decreased -$13.8B/Month 

Debt Growth Decreased 
-$13.2B/Month 

 

Debt Growth Increased $20B/Month 

“It’s not easy being Green” 

Debt Growth Increased 
 by $11.3B/Month 


