
 
 
CHICAGO WORLD WAR II VETERANS ORAL HISTORY ANTHOLOGY 
 
Project Description 
World War II veterans are living repositories of an important segment of American history, and 
this project will document their memories, stories and experiences.  The Chicago World War II 
Veterans Oral History Anthology will equip members of our youngest generation with audio 
recorders, notepads and cameras to record the wartime stories of the “greatest generation” and 
their families.  Based on those recordings, a video will be developed that encapsulates these 
stories.  Once the video has been produced, Congressman Emanuel will convene a series of 
events at area schools where the video is shown and veterans provide comments and answer 
students’ questions.  Congressman Emanuel will also submit a copy of the video and other 
documentation to the Library of Congress American Folklife Center, where the anthology will 
become a permanent part of the Library’s Veterans History project.  Area schools will also 
receive a copy of the video. 
 
Project Partners 
Congressman Emanuel’s office will forge a partnership to develop and implement the project.  
These partners will include: 

• Local schools and universities, including:  Chicago Public Schools, DePaul University, 
Northeastern Illinois University, Wright College;  

• Veterans’ organizations, including:  Veterans of Foreign Wars, AMVETS, the American 
Legion, Disabled American Veterans, Military Order of the Purple Heart of the USA, 
Jewish War Veterans of the USA 

 
Project Milestones and Timeline 
This spring, Chicago high schools, colleges and universities will begin recruiting student 
interviewers, and veterans’ organizations will begin identifying veterans who want to participate.  
Students will begin interviewing Chicago’s veterans by Memorial Day, continuing throughout 
the summer.  Video screenings will begin in Chicago area schools, culminating in a Veterans 
Day celebration.  The videos and other artifacts from the Chicago World War II Veterans Oral 
History Anthology will be submitted to the Library of Congress American Folklife Center, 
becoming a permanent piece of the Library’s Veterans’ Oral History project. 


