THE BAIRD/BLUMENAUER PLAN

A New Direction for America’s Energy Policy

Free America from Dependence on Middle East Oil

· Expand American-made biofuels and other clean energy alternatives  

· Provide tax incentives to encourage the increased production of home grown American made biofuels

· Increase the number of flex-fuel vehicles on the road

· Expand the availability of ethanol and biodiesel pumps at gas stations

· Increase research and development to create cutting-edge technologies for biofuels, innovative refining processes for these fuels, and new vehicles technologies so that these emerging technologies can be deployed in the next three to five years  

Increase CAFE standards  

· Ensure the corporate average fuel economy (CAFE) standards achieved by automobiles manufactured after 2015 is at least 33 miles per gallon

Stop Energy Market Manipulation

· Crack down on unregulated energy speculators who are manipulating markets and driving up gas prices

· Require off-market speculators to play by the same rules that speculators who participate in on-market trading already do

· Increase penalties for market manipulation

· Provide immediate relief to consumers by giving the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) the explicit authority to investigate and punish those who artificially inflate the price of energy

Promote Alternative Modes of Transportation 

· Encourage bike commuting by ensuring that bicycles are included in the transportation fringe benefit program, which helps employees deal with costs incurred while commuting to work and currently includes parking and transit funding.

· Increase Federal investment in alternative transportation, including bike lanes, buses, subways, and streetcars.

· Increase investment in Amtrak so that more trips 300 miles and under are taken by train rather than plane.

Ensure the Federal Government Leads by Example

· By 2015, require every new vehicle purchased by the Federal government to be a hybrid, operate on alternative fuels, or be within the top 10% in terms of fuel economy within its vehicle class.

· Authorize a pilot program for the House to enter into an agreement with Flexcar and Zipcar to maintain a number of parking spots in each Congressional office building in Washington, DC so that members and staff can use them on official business. 

· Increase investments in research and development of hybrid and more efficient vehicles for the military, which is the single largest consumer of oil in the country. 

