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  Congressional Forum: 
  The Survival of Adult Salmon & Steelhead 

All of us in the Pacific Northwest want to preserve wild salmon. Whether motivated by economic, recreational, or conservation concerns, we all recognize Pacific Northwest salmon as a national treasure and appreciate that salmon are critical to our economy, environment, and culture.  This is why Congressmen Greg Walden (R-OR), Brian Baird (D-WA) and Norm Dicks (D-WA) are committed to a bipartisan, regional effort to fully explore salmon issues regarding the impediments to returning adult salmon and steelhead and identify potential solutions.  In October 2005 they held two public meetings in Vancouver and Tacoma, Washington.  These meetings had a broad array of participation from government agencies, tribal interests, harvesters, sport fishermen, interest groups, and experts.  Today, they are holding another important public meeting in Pendleton, Oregon.  As they move toward identifying issues and solutions, they want to ensure an open and fair dialogue for all affected parties. 
· The four main concerns, commonly referred to as the “4 Hs,” in the decline of wild salmon are: 1) hydroelectric and irrigation dam construction, 2) habitat destruction, 3) hatchery programs for salmon enhancement and 4) harvests that exceeded sustainable levels.
· The Government Accountability Office found that, in recent years, 11 federal agencies spent nearly $1.5 billion annually to recover salmon and steelhead in the Columbia River Basin alone.

· 27 distinct population segments of salmon species have been listed or proposed for listing as either endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  The ESA has no provisions to restrict harvest levels.  Today, 30-60% of returning adult salmon are harvested and other federally protected species, like sea lions and Caspian terns pray upon salmon.
· Native American tribes have sovereign rights and co-manager status, promulgating their own management measures on reservations and off-reservation at usual and accustomed fishing areas.

· The Pacific Northwest relies on hydropower for about two-thirds of its electricity; 40% of all U.S. hydropower comes from the Columbia system.  Today there are 58 dams built exclusively for hydropower in the Columbia River Basin.
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Preserving Pacific Northwest wild salmon is a vast, complicated issue. Please visit our joint website linked off each of our home pages where you can share your written comments on this issue.
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