
November 3, 2005
Commander William L. Jackson, M.D., Ph.D., MSPH, DNWC
Quarantine Medical Officer
Honolulu Quarantine Station
CDC Division of Global Migration and Quarantine
300 Rodgers Boulevard, No. 67
Honolulu, HI  96819   
Dear Commander Jackson,

I am writing to invite you to visit Guam at your earliest convenience to review firsthand our island’s quarantine operations, facilities, and capabilities with respect to preventing and responding to an influenza pandemic and the transmission of communicable diseases.  I extend this invitation to you in coordination with and at the recommendation of Dr. Thomas Shieh, the President of the Guam Memorial Hospital Medical Staff and Delegate to the American Medical Association, who you have met with concerning important public health issues.  I appreciate the courtesies you have extended to Dr. Shieh, who is working closely with my office on these issues.

I am informed that you were recently appointed the Quarantine Medical Officer for the Honolulu Quarantine Station which has jurisdiction over Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, and the Freely Associated States, in addition to the State of Hawaii.  As you know, Guam is the major port of entry for the United States in the Western Pacific Region.  For the past several years, Guam has ranked among the top ten ports of entry in the United States for non-resident arrivals.  Last year alone Guam was the eighth busiest port of entry in the country having processed more international arrivals than ports in Atlanta, Boston, Houston, or Washington, D.C. 
A major domestic airline servicing points in the Pacific Rim and Oceania has its hub in Guam.  There are also daily direct flights to Guam from Indonesia, where seven confirmed cases of human infection of the H5N1 strain of the bird flu have occurred, four of which have resulted in death.  The Republic of Palau, the closest international neighbor to Guam, last week imposed a moratorium on the entry of any bird to prevent the spread of bird flu.  With reports of every fresh outbreak and the increased circulation of the virus pool, the level of concern and interest on Guam has heightened.
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Given the volume of international travel to Guam, the island’s status as a gateway to the United States mainland, and our proximity to countries where an outbreak of the H5N1 strain of the bird flu has occurred, it is imperative that national public health and emergency response resources be invested in Guam.  Moreover, I request your immediate consideration of the designation of Guam as an “early warning” jurisdiction and your assistance with preparing Guam public health, quarantine, and transportation officials to implement appropriate protocols to address this public health threat.  
Given your recent appointment as Quarantine Medical Officer for the region and the impending concern with a pandemic outbreak your visit to Guam would be timely.  I look forward to coordinating your visit should it be possible and to working with you, Governor Camacho, Dr. Shieh and the Guam medical community in strengthening the capabilities and preparedness of the public health system in Guam.





 Sincerely,





 MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO





 Member of Congress
cc:
The Hon. Felix P. Camacho, Governor of Guam
   
Dr. Thomas Shieh, President of the Guam Memorial Hospital Medical Staff
    and Delegate to the American Medical Association

