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My involvement with wounded Marines began with my personal experiences regarding my son, Cpl. Klay South, who was critically injured during combat in Fallujah on November 11, 2004.  Klay needed to use a wheelchair as he made progress through recovery and physical rehabilitation.  During the past 2-1/2 years, my involvement has expanded to include all combat-wounded service men and women, as I’ve been exposed to the many ongoing needs of patients who are tied to a wheelchair or making a wheelchair transition.

From the beginning of his recovery and rehab, Klay has always made it a point to visit wounded fellow Marines.  Service men and women who are confined to beds and wheelchairs have had special priority in his eyes...maybe it’s the limited mobility contrasted to being a strong, independent warrior.  Often the wheelchair’s not the only limitation, but a mangled or missing arm may be an issue as well.

Klay and I have developed a passion for the wheelchair vets.  One way we want to help these Heroes is to provide backpacks filled with practical and useful items that can be used despite physical limitations.  Another goal is to provide convenient roller suitcases, basic clothing, and personal items.  Klay also feels that higher ticket items such as iPods are important to divert attention from physical pain and to help keep the mind stimulated to ease emotional and mental stress.  Electronic handheld games can also occupy the mind and entertain.  

As the mom of a wounded Marine, I have experienced the healing effect of such items, but most of all the support and care of the American people in giving support to service men and women.  The trauma of healing with surgeries and treatments is a challenge all of its own; however, the love, concern, and tangible expression of appreciation to these brave Americans is such a comfort.  Support for our troops must be a priority of the American people, and it is my mission to bring attention to that need by putting reality on good intention. 

As we speak, a not-for-profit is being drafted with board members in place.  Who better to know the needs of a wounded vet than a wounded vet himself?  We can make a positive difference in the lives of vets and families in Indiana and military hospitals through tangible means.  Their lives will never be the same, and it is my desire to do everything possible to be a part of taking an unwelcome event and making it optimistic.

Sincerely,

Janet South

If you are interesting in helping Janet or have any questions, please contact her at (317) 887.8211 or janetsouth@veteransofvalor.org. 
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