
Values Action Team

History of VAT

The Values Action Team was an offshoot of the Values Summit held in 1998.  As a result of this summit, Majority Whip Tom DeLay identified the lack of coordination between the outside pro-life/pro-family coalitions and similar-minded Members of Congress.  In turn, the Whip tapped then-freshman Representative Joseph R. Pitts (R-PA) to spearhead this new inside/outside coalition, which would come to be known as the Values Action Team (VAT).  

The goal of this group was to unite conservative Members with pro-family coalitions by establishing legislative goals, identifying key tasks for Members and coalitions to perform, and executing action items that would lead to conservative victories.   VAT has successfully followed this model, achieving pro-life/pro-family victories since the 2nd session of the 105th Congress.  

VAT Issues

Key issues for VAT include:

· Pro-family tax bills (marriage tax penalty relief, death tax elimination, education savings accounts, adoption tax credit, parent tax credit)

· Life (abortion, assisted suicide, embryonic stem cell research)

· Education (school choice, local control, no national testing, dollars and decisions to the classroom)

· Parental Rights (notification for Title X, parental freedom of information in schools)

· Pornography (internet pornography, urging the prosecution of obscenity by DOJ)

· Religious Liberty (Ten Commandments Defense Act, religious freedom amendment)

Membership and Structure

Members of Congress

A steering committee of House Members is formed at the beginning of each Congress to meet on an as needed basis.  

Requirements for VAT Members:

· Strongly pro-life.

· Must assign one legislative staff member to attend weekly strategy luncheons.

· Be willing to follow-through with action items such as lobbying Members, signing letters, sending dear colleagues, etc.

· Be willing to address the Thursday VAT coalition meeting at least one time each year.

A VAT report is given by Chairman Pitts each week Congress is in session at the Republican Study Committee (RSC) meeting.  As most VAT members also attend the weekly RSC meetings, it was determined that this was the more efficient way for Members to strategize on VAT issues rather than adding another meeting to their schedules.  This has proven to be an effective way to better engage Members on pro-life/pro-family issues.

VAT Members’ staffs meet weekly for a strategy lunch courtesy of the Family Research Council. The goal of these meetings is to strategize, educate, and assign action items for VAT Members and staff to complete.  

Outside Groups

The VAT outside coalition group has had a large attendance over the past three years.  Weekly meetings, held on Thursdays when Congress is in session, now draw over 30 pro-family outside groups.  These meetings include briefings from Leaders and prime sponsors of House and Senate bills, strategizing, assigning action items, and distribution of resource materials.
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