LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—CONGRESSMAN CHRIS CANNON

DOWNLOADING MUSIC 

Congressman Cannon is taking the lead in the House in paving the way for the continued success of online music.  In August, Cannon and Rep. Rick Boucher of Virginia introduced the Music Online Competition Act of 2001 (MOCA).  MOCA adjusts current copyright law to take into account rapidly changing technology.  As copyright law now exists, it favors monopolistic behavior in the music recording and disbursement industry.  

This flaw in the current law has enabled the big record labels to crush smaller independent labels and maintain high profit margins by gouging the public with high prices.  Because big labels made it impossible for the smaller independent groups to even exist, the public has been forced to pay high prices for music.  MOCA will make it possible for smaller independent companies to obtain licenses to sell music without becoming subject to the big labels.  MOCA will allow greater competition in the music market, which will in turn lower prices.

Cannon has been widely praised for his initiative in this arena.  Cannon has broad support from recording artists like Alanis Morisette and Don Henley to the Digital Media Association and Radio Free Virgin.  

The Department of Justice seems to agree. A week after MOCA was introduced, the Justice Department announced that it would be investigating the Music Industry for antitrust violations.  Six years after the Internet has gone mainstream, consumers are still without any legitimate access to digital music distributed online. It is appropriate for the Antitrust Division to try to find out why.
BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT AND HIGH TECH 

Congressman Chris Cannon is recognized as a “Power Broker” in the House of Representatives in high-tech issues.   Forrester Research gave Cannon this distinction due to his lead on not only legislation, but through his position on the powerful House Committee on the Judiciary, and his passionate focus on increasing economic growth through technology.

In July, 2001, Congressman Cannon received the Jerry B. Duvall award for his “political courage to break away from the conventional rhetoric” surrounding the debate over broadband deployment.  Cannon introduced the American Broadband Competition Act of 2001 to enforce the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Cannon has developed legislation on such issues as Internet privacy and e-commerce.  Because the Internet is such a new development, Cannon introduced such legislation to encourage good practices, rather than to mandate regulations. 

An ardent opponent of Internet taxation and regulation, Cannon has made a name for himself for his philosophically consistent positions.  Congressman Cannon voted in favor of the Internet Tax Freedom Act and led a fight on the floor to stop the Internet Gambling Prohibition Act, which would have forced Internet Service Providers to enforce gambling on the net and preempted the state’s authority on this issue.

BALANCED PUBLIC LANDS MANAGEMENT

Utah’s Third District is home to some of the most beautiful and rural places in the country.  Through his assignment on the Resources Committee, Cannon has worked hard to protect both rural Utah’s landscape and economy.  

During the 106th Congress, Cannon guided several pieces of legislation to passage.  Some of these include the Four Corners Interpretive Center Act, the Colorado River Salinity Control Act, and became the first Utahn to designate wilderness area in BLM lands.      

In his freshman term in Congress, Cannon worked on legislation to amend the boundaries on the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, which was implemented by the Clinton Administration with no local input.  Cannon’s legislation successfully expanded of Arches National Park and exchanged federal lands in Dutch John.

RECA

As an Associate Solicitor in the Reagan Administration, Congressman Cannon began working on obtaining compensation for “downwinders,” or those who developed cancer due to nuclear testing during the 1950’s and 1960’s.  Cannon helped with passage of funding for radiation victims during the last Congress, but an oversight by the Justice Department stopped funding for victims.  

During the 107th Congress, the Congressman has helped renew that funding.  He has also worked to extend coverage to above ground uranium mining and increase the counties in southern Utah that qualify for compensation. 

IMMIGRATION

Congressman Cannon has been a leading proponent of responsible increases in immigration.  Individuals from other nationalities have valuable skills and perspectives that greatly benefit the U.S. economy and society.  As a result, Cannon introduced the Student Adjustment Act.  The Act will achieve three important goals:  restoration of state right to determine residency for higher education benefits, immigration relief for long-term resident students, and higher education benefits for Student Adjustment Act applicants.

Cannon managed the passage of the American Competitiveness in the Twenty-first Century Act of 2000, legislation to increase the number of H-1B visas granted each year.  The bill raised the number of high-tech visas to 195,000 from 115,000.   The fact that the best and brightest from the rest of the world want to come here to work and learn, to invent and build businesses, is the ultimate compliment. America must continue to allow individuals with high-tech skills to work here to retain its competitive edge.

IMPEACHMENT

From late 1998 through the summer of 1999, Congressman Cannon was involved in the Impeachment of former President Clinton, which thrust him into the national spotlight.  One of Cannon’s principle duties as a House Manager was to present the case for obstruction of justice.  Cannon began his presentation by quoting John Locke who said, “Wherever law ends, tyranny begins.”  The House believed that Clinton committed seven acts of obstruction of justice. When the man who is charged with executing the law breaks those same laws, the foundation of tyranny is laid.  Without some measure of reprimand, the law of the land would be permanently damaged.

