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	Nowhere is it more appropriate to observe Earth Day than here on the Central and South Coast, one of the most beautiful places in America.  Earth Day holds particular significance for our community, because the idea was conceived after Senator Gaylord Nelson visited Santa Barbara to witness the devastating effects of the 1969 oil spill. 

We have come a long way in the past 37 years.  Our oceans, rivers, and lakes are cleaner, and our parks and open spaces are vaster.   Yet much remains to be done.  We need to recommit ourselves to using renewable energy, to keeping our air and drinking water clean and safe, and to protecting our natural resources from excessive development. 

As we commemorate Earth Day, I want to take this opportunity to underscore my commitment to protecting our natural resources and inform you of my most recent actions in Congress.




	Stopping Global Warming

	Global warming is the greatest environmental challenge of our time.  It threatens everything that we care about in the world, including our environment, public health and safety, and our future economic prosperity.  According to scientists, the Earth is heating up faster than any time in history and human activity is responsible.  The good news is we know how to fix this problem.  But we must act soon.  That’s why I have cosponsored the Safe Climate Act.  This bill sets targets for reducing global warming pollution below the danger point.  The targets would be achieved through a flexible, economy-wide cap-and-trade system.

In order to curb the potentially catastrophic effects of global warming, I believe we must also aggressively pursue clean, alternative sources of energy.  Earlier this year, I voted for the CLEAN Energy Act, which passed the House.  This bill repeals $14 billion in subsidies given to big oil companies and invests those funds in renewable energy and energy efficiency.  I have also cosponsored legislation that will require cars and light trucks to improve their fuel economy standards by at least 4 percent every year and legislation to stimulate investment in America’s most abundant renewable resources – solar and wind power.  
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	Preserving Our Public Lands 

	Last year, a provision was slipped into the Defense Authorization bill that was intended to allow a lucrative private hunting operation on Santa Rosa Island, which is part of the Channel Islands National Park, to continue indefinitely, and consequently continue to restrict public access to the National Park.  I will continue working to oppose the implementation of this proposal, and ensure that public access to Santa Rosa and the entire National Park is unrestricted. 

More than ever, the pressures of development along our coast threaten to impair watersheds, impact wildlife habitat and cause irreparable damage to the fragile coastal ecology.   That’s why I have introduced legislation to establish the Coastal Estuarine and Land Conservation Program.  This legislation will protect some of California’s most sensitive coastal ecosystems by allowing the state to acquire land or easements that have conservation, recreation, or ecological values threatened by development.  Not only will this legislation protect our coastal areas and the wildlife they support, but it will also sustain the health of our communities and the quality of life we cherish.
Working with county officials and environmental groups, I have secured federal funds to complete the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project.  The massive build-up of sediment behind the dam is causing numerous environmental problems, including beach erosion and threats to steelhead trout.  This funding will help ensure that the complete removal of the dam is carried out in a safe and environmentally sound manner.   Removing Matilija Dam will yield enormous ecological and economic benefits to the Central and South Coasts. 



	Protecting Our Coastlines and Oceans

	I will soon re-introduce the California Ocean and Coastal Protection Act to permanently ban new oil and gas development off <California>’s coast.  My legislation would also prohibit a costly, harmful and unnecessary ‘inventory’ of oil and gas resources from being conducted off <California>’s coast.   While we have been well served by a ban on new drilling off California for over two decades, these protections are increasingly threatened.  Enacting legislation that provides permanent protection is essential to ensuring our economically and environmentally important coastline is never opened to new drilling.

Earlier this month, the State Lands Commission and Coastal Commission rejected BHP Billiton’s dirty and dangerous Cabrillo Port LNG facility off our coast.  I oppose this LNG project because it will degrade our environment and harm our state’s coastal resources.   Specifically, it would result in more than 200 tons of smog-producing air pollution, contribute to global warming, negatively impact water quality, and endanger marine wildlife in the Santa Barbara Channel.  I will continue to urge federal and state officials to block this harmful and ill-conceived project from going forward.  

As a new member of the House Natural Resources Committee, I take my job of protecting our oceans and coastlines seriously.  That’s why I will continue to actively seek increased funding to support our local environmental jewels, such as the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary and Morro Bay National Estuary.   And I will continue to push for critical water quality monitoring programs to ensure that our beaches are clean and safe.  I have also secured federal funding for the Bay-Watershed Education and Training Program, a valuable ocean conservation program that teaches local students more about protecting our marine environment<<>>.  
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