January 22, 2001

The President

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We applaud the statements you have made committing your Administration to continuing the work that has been done by your predecessors over the past two decades toward building a comprehensive, lasting peace in the Middle East.  As you know, United States participation is essential to the dialogue between all parties in the region that is necessary to formulate and implement a peace agreement based on fairness, compromise, security and mutual commitment.  

While the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has dominated headlines over the last several months, we write to express our commitment to helping the government and people of Lebanon.  Last May, Israel withdrew its troops from south Lebanon for the first time since 1978.  Clearly, this was an encouraging development in the long-term prospects for peace.  

The Israeli withdrawal creates a great and immediate need for the United States and the international community to assist the people of that region.  We must take full advantage of this unique opportunity for the U.S. to support stability in southern Lebanon.  While the Lebanese government has quickly worked to establish a government and police presence in the south, American assistance is critically needed.  Recognizing the need and timeliness of increased Lebanese assistance, the 106th Congress passed and the President signed H.R. 4811, the FY01 Foreign Operations Appropriations Act, providing a legislative earmark of $35 million for USAID programs in Lebanon.  

We recognize there are some who believe all $35 million of this appropriated money should not be committed immediately.  However, because of the great need in Lebanon and the unique opportunity the United States now has to expand the American presence in south Lebanon, we believe the full $35 million should be released to USAID and programmed at the earliest possible date.  The USAID Mission in Lebanon, with its special focus on Rural Community Development Clusters, has been successful in steering the country toward the goals of peace, a democratic society, and a market economy.  Any delay in this assistance will unwisely undermine the progress USAID has made.  We look forward to working with you to sustain this assistance and expand the U.S. commitment to supporting Lebanon.  

Accordingly, we write to ask for your support for the entire $35 million to be allocated to USAID at the earliest possible date.  Attached you will find a copy of a bipartisan letter in support of a significant aid package to Lebanon sent to President Clinton on August 29, 2000, by 32 members of the House of Representatives.  This letter highlighted the importance of providing Lebanon aid at this critical juncture.  

American assistance to Lebanon would be a wise investment for our country as the Lebanese work to build a strong nation.  It would also demonstrate American goodwill and a willingness to assist all parties to peace in the Middle East.  We thank you in advance for your consideration on this important matter.

Sincerely yours,

