March 8, 2001

The Honorable Linda Morgan 

Chairman 

Surface Transportation Board 

1925 K Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20423 

Re: Riverview Trenton Railroad Company – Acquisition and Operations Exemption – Crown Enterprises Finance Docket No. 33980 

Dear Madame Chairman: 

I am writing to follow up on our conversation today regarding my support of the Petition to Revoke filed by Wayne County, Michigan in the above-referenced matter. I represent Wayne County and the cities of Trenton and Riverview, within which this 76-acre piece of property is located. As their Representative, I want to convey the concerns felt by my constituents, with which I fully agree. 

I am troubled by the speed with which the Riverview Trenton Railroad Company’s Notice of Exemption was granted. Although it is important to have a streamlined application process, adequate steps must be taken to ensure that an application is merited and subject to a reasonable period of public disclosure and comment. There are important questions which I would like answered considering the enormous impact a new railroad will have on the local communities, especially since no railroad has operated there for many years. 

1. Why was the Notice of Exemption granted so speedily? 

2. Has the Surface Transportation Board investigated the property in question? 

3. Is there existing track on the property? 

4. Are there safety standards for track that may be located there? 

5. Given the recent development in the region, is it safe to operate a railroad on the property? 

6. Has the Board conducted a study of the environmental impacts as required by NEPA? 

7. What notice was given to local citizens? 

8. Was the notice required by statute or your rules given? 

9. If so, how was such notice given? 

Additionally, this proposed transaction and the associated actions of the Riverview Trenton Railroad Company and its parent, Crown Enterprises, have raised serious public policy questions. I know that the local officials have, for several years, worked cooperatively and devoted significant resources in an effort to make sound development decisions relating to the property. This collective effort has been aimed at maximizing the public benefit of the property. Accordingly, I believe the environmental and other concerns of the local officials regarding this matter must be given full consideration. 

The Board’s decision will greatly impact the citizens of Wayne County and the cities of Trenton and Riverview. Moreover, it may affect a case pending in the United States Court for the Eastern District of Michigan. It is important that all questions surrounding this matter be resolved thoroughly, completely and properly. 

As such, I urge you to grant Wayne County’s request for expedited consideration of this case. I also look forward to your reply to my questions and ask that this letter and the answers be inserted in the record of the proceeding. 

Sincerely yours, 

John D. Dingell 

Member of Congress 

