February 27, 2001

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta

Secretary of Transportation

400 Seventh St. SW

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:


Last week, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) granted Environmental Disposal Systems, Inc. (EDS) a permit allowing it to build a deep injection well in Romulus, Michigan.  EDS intends to store hazardous waste at this site.  Southeast Michigan is a densely populated area, and the proposed EDS site is in close proximity to the cities of Romulus and Taylor. While I am deeply concerned about the safety of the EDS well itself, I am also worried about the transportation of hazardous materials in southeast Michigan.  I write you to express my concerns over the transportation of hazardous materials to this site and to request your assistance in explaining federal regulations pertaining to the transportation of hazardous materials.

Currently, the merits and legality of the EDS proposal are the subject of considerable debate.  Despite DEQ’s actions, it is my understanding that EDS still must submit a detailed plan of what operations will be performed on its site to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, including a full listing of the hazardous waste materials it proposes to store in its well.  EPA is then required to carefully examine the geological profile of the site and sample soil before any waste could be stored at the Romulus site.  Please explain whether the Department of Transportation requires EDS to submit a detailed plan listing the specific hazardous materials it intends to store in its Romulus well and how it intend to transport these materials.  


There is a growing concern about hazardous waste in Michigan.  Over the last several years, increasing levels of hazardous waste have been imported into Michigan.  In fact, a recent article noted that while 90,000 tons of hazardous waste was imported into Michigan in 1992, more than 350,000 tons were imported in 1998.  Again, while there is a concern over the presence of these materials in Michigan, there are also concerns over how these hazardous materials are being transported.  I would like to know whether DOT is currently monitoring the flow of hazardous waste into Michigan.  Additionally, I would like a detailed explanation of the regulations pertaining to the transportation of hazardous materials, and whether DOT has had to enforce these rules in Michigan.      


I thank you in advance for your prompt assistance on this matter, and look forward to reviewing your comments.  


With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,

 John D. Dingell

Member of Congress

