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John Dingell
Member, U.S. House of Representatives


Veteran U.S. Rep. John Dingell, D-Dearborn, made some good news and some bad news in 2008. 

The good news was that at age 82 he was re-elected. Dingell will have served 55 years in the House of Representatives at the end of this term. If he completes his term, it will set a new record for longevity in the U.S. House. 

The bad news was Dingell was ousted from his longtime chairmanship of the Energy and Commerce Committee by Rep. Henry Waxman, a liberal California Democrat. 

Dingell has sometimes irritated House Democratic colleagues with his strong support of the auto industry, including votes against tougher environmental standards. 

Recanting slightly in December, the Democrats decided to make Dingell “chairman emeritus,” ensuring he could continue to use the voice he’d honed in Congress since 1975 when he was first named chairman of the Energy and Commerce Committee’s energy and power subcommittee. 

Six years later, he became chairman of the full committee and of its oversight and investigations subcommittee. He soon grew the panel’s clout so that it sometimes controlled nearly 40 percent of bills in Congress. 

Among his proudest achievements, Dingell lists his support of the Clean Air Act, Endangered Species Act, Children’s Health Insurance Program, and the Mammography Quality Standards Act. 

Dingell’s district includes the area from Dearborn west to Ann Arbor and south into Monroe County. 

He won his House seat in 1955 at age 29 in a special election to fill the seat vacated by the death of his father, a pro-labor, New Deal Democrat first elected in 1932 when the district was on Detroit’s west side. 

Dingell was a House page from 1938 to 1943, and then joined the U.S. Army in Oct. 1944 when he was 18, and served for two years. 

Dingell graduated from Georgetown University in 1949, Georgetown Law School in 1952, and was an assistant Wayne County prosecutor until 1955. 

His wife, Debbie, is a vice president at General Motors Corp. and on the Democratic National Committee.


— By Robert Ankeny 
