
Washington,D.C.,September26th,2007.

TheHonorable
BarneyFrank
UnitedStatesRepresentative
2252RaybumHouseOfficeBlildng
Washington,D.C.20515

DearRepresentativeFrank:

I amwritingyouin responseto theletterdatedSeptember7, 2007,sentto thePresidentofGuatemala,OscarBerger,
whichyouoo-signedwithseveralMembersof theUnitedStatesCongress,expressingyourconcernin regardto the
situationwithCasaQuivira.

Let mefirst thankyou for yoursupporttowardsGuatemala'seffortsin reformingthe currentlegalsystemof adoptions
and the ir11>lementationc:Athe standardsset by the HagueConventionon Inter-CountryAdoptionsthroughpending
legislationto ultimately protect the well-beingof our children. As you mightbe awareof, this year the Guatemalan
Congressapproved the HagueConvention,amidstrongowositionby adoptionlawyerswhobenefitedfian the
loopholesinthecurrentlegislation.TheconventionwillenterintoforceonJanuary1st,2008.

The purposes of the changesto the currentlegislationwereto furtherprotect the well-beingof the Guatemalan
children,andto strengthenthesafeguardsto bothbiologicalandadoptiveparents. In themeantime,boththenotary
systemandthe"PlNA"le{jslationare thecurrentle{jslation,and it is ourobligationand rightto enforcethem.

OnAugust1111,2007, after several accusationsandreportsto the Prosecutor'sOffice,a courtof lawdeclaredthe
interventionof Casa Qlivirain AntiguaGuatemala.Duringthe intervention,fN9f'/ caseunderwentaddtional scrutiny,
implemented byboththeGuatemalanGovernmentandtheU.S.GovernmentNevertheless,adoptionprocesses' that
wereopenand thatwere in orderhavecontinuedtheir timelyprocessing and,upto now,the adoptionsof four children
who had legally required00curnentshavebeen approvedand theyare now with their new adoptivefamities. Allthe
actionsundertakenhavebeenin accordancewith thecurrentlegislation.

For the remainingcases, the linesof communicationsare open,and all the informationcan be providedby the judge
that oversees this particularcase. The prospectiveparents that need informationon the statusof theiradoptioncase
or thewhereaboutsof thechildthattheyintendtoadopt,shouldcontact thejudcialcourtinchargeofthecase,and
thosewho haveapproached thejudge incharge,have hadoor11)Iefeaccess to that information.

The U.S. Government,as wellas variousrnerrtJersof the U.S.Congresshavebeen strongalliesofthe Governmentof
Guatemalainoureffortsto il11X'OV8the adoptionprocessesandregulations.Shouldyouhaveanyaddtionalquestions
or concerns, don't hesitate co contact me. Thank you again for your concern.
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