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MIDDLEBORO - Speaking
at a Democracy in Action forum
in the Town Hall auditorium

Monday night, Congressman

Barney Frank said the Medicare
bill recently signed into law by
President Bush includes
"sweeping changes” and
“peculiar provisions." The
sweeping changes, the longtime
Democrat lawmaker said, in-
clude prescription drug
coverage, which would go into
effect in 2006. Provisions that
include a yearly hike in
premiums, a deductible, co-
pays, and a "donut hole" make
the term "coverage" a bit ques-
tionable, he asserted.

The congressman's visit was
hosted by the Democracy in Ac-
tion Commitiee, a small group
of local citizens who have been
sponsoring a forum series at the
Middleboro Public Library since

last October, The purpose of the
forum is (o afford citizens the

opportunity to explore recent |

and controversial domestic and
foreign policy issues.

To further his poinl on
problems with Medicare, Rep.

Fraok said that the ‘way the bill - |

works is that first the Medicare
recipient would pay an es-

timated $420 yearly premium,
then 8 $250Q deductible, "and
then this bill will cover your ex- |
penses, 80 percent of your ex-

penses, up to $2,250 a year,"
Then the government stops

paying until the recipicat’s drug
costs reach $5,100, The

coverage gap between §2,250

and $5,100 is being called the

"donut hole." It is a way, for the
government (o decrease the cost
of the program.

This means that if the

‘Medicare recipient’s drug bill

was $3,000 a year, the gover-

(Please continue on page 8)

Cong. Frank blasts N\e’dicare.bill at local forum

MIDDLEBORO YOUTH ADVOCACY rep-
resentatives present a citation to Congressman
Barney Frank, second (rom right, for his sup-
port for youth programs, particularly the lo-
cally based JAIRUS Agency, during a visit to

Tracy Desovich of the Southeast Cen |
ter 1

Healthy Communities, who also sits m: IR;

JAIRUS board, JATRUS director Laren Deck-

er, Congressman Frank, and Middleboro

Town M
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CONGRESSMAN BARNEY paid 2 _
visit to Middleboro Town Hall on Monday JaneLopes)

\\\\\

night to address the Medicare Bill passed by

Cong. Frank . ..

ment would pay $1,080, and the
recipient wounld be responsible
for $1,920. If the recipient’s an-
nual drug costs were 35,100,
which is 5420 per month, the
government would pay $1,080
and the recipient would pay
$4,020. Once the recipient’s
drug expeases exceed 35,100,
the goveinment picks up a larger
share of the cost.
Congressman Frank said
some of the other problems with
the bill inchuded an ™ i
with privatization” of the.
Medicare system, which is being
conducted as part of this bill in
six metro-statistical areas. This
program would enable private
insurers to offer competing bids
with Megdicare in those six areas.
Some argue that this will give
seniors morc options, while
other argne that it will force
seniors info managed care plans
that they can’t afford.
Amother issue with the bill is
that it continues to ban impost-
ing drugs from Canads or other

couniries,

"The argument that we arc
given is that drugs in Canada
aren't safe, and therefore we
can't allow Americans o import
them,” the congressman said.

"My argument is the day I read
about 2 Jor of dead Canadians

li&l‘r‘;:n-ntalcingl.\mi;:n”lla,I’llbe.lir.-w:
t..

A third issue rhe congressman
has with the bill is the fact thatit
will not allow the federal
government to negotiate with
drug. companies in Amevica for
lower prices - even though they
negotiate with lots of other com-
panies, like airlines, because
they buy in bulk.

In defense of the high cost of
drugs, drug companies say that
costs are so high, not because it
costs so much to make the drug,
bur because they have to com-

pensate themselves for the
money they spent on drugs that
don’t make it to market. Rep.
Frank said that while he vades
stands that, he doesn’t bzlieve
that the cancer patient or the
patient with hean disease shonld

congress earlier this year. (Gazette Photo by

pay for that research. Instead he

believes the federal povernment

should provide pharmaceutical
companies with subsidies for re-
search, and/or better tax breaks
for research.

Before Coogressman Frank's
Megdicare presentation he
received recognition from the
Middleboro Youth Advocates
for his "continbous support for
community seyvice for first time
effenders.” The JAIRUS
program, led by Pastor Loren
Deckes, who also scrves on the
MYA board, works with first

time offenders to help them

meet their community service
requirements and get their Jife
back om track. Town manager
and MYA co-chairman John

-Healy, who presented the certifi-
cate to Mr. Frank, noted that the

program is being recognized asa
mode] program, and that the
JAIRUS program’s director and
fonnder, Pastor Decker, has
received pumerous requesis to
expand the program thronghout
the area and the Cape.



