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CongoFrank blasts M~icare bin at local forum
ByV1~TOlUA

DeMORAL'tYD,..LE
. SpecialWrller
MIDDLEBORO . Speaking

at aDemocracy inAction forum
in tbe Town Hall auditorium
Monday night, Congressman.
Barney Fraflksaid the Medic~
billrecenlly signed.into law by
President Bush includes
"sweeping changes" and
"peculiar provisions.1I The
swe-eping.changes, the longtime
Democrat lawmaker said, in-
clude prescription drug
coverage, which would go into
effect in 2006. Provisions that
include a yearly hike in
premiums, a deductible. co.
pays, and a "donut hole" make
the term "coverage'. Ubit ques-
tionable,he asserted.

The congressman'a visi1was
hosted by the DemocracyinAc-
tion Committee, a small group
of lo~l citizenswhohave-been
sponsoringa forum seriesat the
MiddleboroPublicLibrarysince

'ast October. The purpose or the
i'orom is to afford citizens lbc
opportunity to explore reccnt
and controvcI$ial domestic aDd
fotCign policy i&SUes.

To further bi$ potnt on
problems with Medicare,Rep.

.Franksaid thatthe'waythobill. ;
works is that 6nt the Medicaro
rcoipient wo~ld pay an os-
timated $420 yearly premium.
tben. It $250 Qcductiblc,"and.
themthis bUl will cover your c.".. :'
penses, 80 pctcent of your ex.
peo.ses. up to.$2,2.50Ityear,"
Then the govcrnment stop.
paying until the r~ipient's dtuS
costs rea~b $S,100. Tlle
ooverage gap between .$2,2'0
and $5,100is boingcaUedtho.
IIdonut hole.1I1' is a way'for tho
govcmment to decrcue thecost
9f the program.

Thill mcaus that if tho
Medicue recipien~'sdrug bUl
was $3,000 a )lCU,tho govern-

(please continue OD.p,ge 8)
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liDDDLEBORO YOUtH ADVOCACY rep- Tracy 1>eiovtch of the Southeast Center for
I'uentatlves preamt a cltaUonto ConPellD18Ja Healthy ConUl1Itnlties, who al$o sits on the
Barney Frankt.leond from right, for his sup.. JAlRl1S board, JAmUS d~ector Loren Detk-
port for youth prop'ams. partieulady th~ to- er. COD.aresamau Frank, and Mlddleboro
caUybued JAJRUS Agmer, clW'IDIa v1st.to Towntllan!lger JOMHealey. 8 member of the
MLddleboro Monday Dilkt. From LeCtare MYAboard. (GazettePhoto by Jane Lopes) .
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CONCImSSAfAN ~ F.RANx paid a ~gras earlier this year. (Gazetre PhofDby
visit to MiddJeboro T~ U..t ORMonday .JaDeLopes)
night to addresJ the Medicare 8W ~ ~

Cong. Frank. .:.
ment would pay SI.080. aDdthe
recipient wouJd be responsibJe
for $).920. Ifrhe recipient's aD-
nuaJ drug costs were SS.JOO"
wbich is $420 per moath. the
government wouJd pay 51.080
and rbe "cipient ~d pay
S4,020. Once the reCipient"s
drag ;mpcDSes exceed $5;JOO,
fhe govonmentpicb up a larger
sbare of the COSt.

C.ongressJUBn Frank said
some of the otherprobJems with
the bm included an -experiment
with privatization- of the.
Medicate system, which is being
conductedas part oftIUs biJI jn
six metJ'O..sfatisncaJareM...1'his
program would enabJc private
insurers to oirer competing bids
with Medicare in those six areas.
Some argue rhar ~ wjlJ give
selliors more options, whilo
other argue [bar it wm force
seniors into managed care plans
tbai they can't afford.

ADotber issue wirb the bill is
rhal if continues to ban import-
ing drugs &om Canada or other
countries.

"The argumCDt that we ~
given is thar drugs ill C8D8da
anm"r safe. and therefoR: we
can't allow ~ID iIDporT
them".. the c:ongrcssmaD said.
'"My 8lpIIDCDf js - day I read
about a Jor of"dead OtnMi".....
:&omIaJdJ)Sbad pi.)" I'D bdirNt
that.-

A thUd issue rbc COJ1gleSSDJaI1
bas withtItebin is ~ 1acEmat it
will Dot allow &he federal
govClJl-~lIt to negotiate with
dnJg.C01Dp"'We$iIIAmCrica b
lower prices -eveJ1lhougb they
negodarcwithtols ofothCrcorn-
panics. Jj1ceairliDe6, because
theYbuy jn buJk.

In defense of the high coot of
dmgs. drug companiessay mar
costsare so .high. DOtbeca1JSeir
costs so much to D)afcethe drug,
bur ,because !bey have to com-
peJlsate themselves for the
money they spent on dru~ that
do~ 'r make if ro market.. Rep.
Frank said that wb11cbe 1!Dder--
standS tbat, "he doesQ't believe
rhat the cancer patient or the
parientwith bean djsease should
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pay for rhat research. Justead he
bdieve$ the federal ~J ""

sbouJd "provide pbanDacettbcaJ
compaaies wirJasubsidEs fern>
scan:h, aDIl/« Ider tax breaks
fiNoresearch.

Detore CoDgres$maDPtaDk.s
Medicare pTcseDtarioD he
received recognition from the
MiddJeboro Youth AdvPcares
lot his "continuous support for
commDDiryseMce for IiDt time
offeDders." The JAIRUS
pro~ led by Pastor Loren
Dec1a:r. who also serves ODthe:

" MYA board. worJcswith first
time offenders to help them
meet tbeir communityservice
.requitemeutscmdget their liJe
back ORtrack. Town rnaDageT
and MYA co-chairman John

,Healy. who presemCd rbe cerrjfi-
" cate to Mr. Fmn~ nored lba1the
program is being recQgnized as a
model program, and that the
JAIRUS program'9 direc:ror and
founder) Pastor Decker. has
received numerous reqlJesr5 to
expand rhe program throughout
the area and the Cape.
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