Biography of Congressman Raúl M. Grijalva (AZ07)



Raúl M. Grijalva has dedicated much of his life to the people of Southern Arizona, and on January 7, 2003, was sworn in as the first congressman for the newly created 7th Congressional District.

Raúl was born in Tucson, Arizona in 1948. His father was a bracero who emigrated from Mexico in 1945 to help offset the loss of skilled American ranch hands serving in World War II. Raúl’s parents stressed the importance of education to their three children, and it was that encouragement that led Raúl to his career into life-long public service.
Raúl brings to Washington his life experiences as well as his experience in serving the people of his community. Raúl served on the Tucson Unified District Governing Board and came to be known for his advocacy of teacher and employee rights, civil rights, and public education. He received many awards for his service. The most significant honor was the naming of an elementary school in his name in 1988. During his tenure as a member of the Pima County Board of Supervisors, Raúl set a tone on many community issues, such as health care, children and families, the environment, and working families.
Raúl serves on the Committee on Education and Workforce, with seats on the Education Reform Subcommittee and the Employer-Employee Relations Subcommittee, and the Committee on Resources, with seats on the National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands Subcommittee and the Water and Power Subcommittee. In addition, Raúl is also the chair of the House Democratic Environmental Task Force.

Raúl and his wife Ramona have been married for over 30 years and they have three daughters; Raquel, Adelita, and Marisa Grijalva. His family has lived and worked in District 7 their entire lives. The contributions of the Grijalva family to the betterment and quality of the community are a career and lifelong commitment.
SUMMARY
Personal History

· Born in Tucson, Arizona, February 19, 1948

· Married to Ramona F. Grijalva. Together they have three daughters: Adelita, Raquel and Marisa Grijalva
· Graduate of Sunnyside High School, 1967

· Graduate of University of Arizona, B.A. Sociology, 1988

Professional History
· Assistant Dean for Hispanic Student Affairs, University of Arizona, 1987

· Director of El Pueblo Neighborhood Center. 1975-1986

Community/Political History

· Pima County Board of Supervisors, Chairman, 2000-2002

· Pima County Board of Supervisors, Member, 1989-2000

· Tucson Unified School District Governing Board, Member, 1974-1986
Recent Awards

· 2003 Farmworker Advocate Award
· University of Arizona New Start Honoree, 2003 
· Champion in Diversity Award, AZ Minority Bar Association, 2002

· Distinguished Community Service Award, Tucson Minority Business, 2002

· Jim Haag Award, Pima County, AZ Interfaith Council, 2002

· Public Elected Official of the Year, AZ Chapter, National Association of Social Workers, 2001

· Earth Day Hero Award, South Tucson Weed and Seed, 2001

· Friends of the Trails Award, Pima Trails Association, 2001

· Government Leadership Award, League of United Latin American Citizens, 2001
CONTACT INFO
D.C. Office:

1440 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Phone: (202) 225-2435

Fax: (202) 225-1541

Web: http://www.house.gov/grijalva/
Tucson Office:

810 E. 22nd St. Ste. 102

Tucson, AZ 85713

Phone: (520) 622-6788

Fax: (520) 622-0198
Yuma Office:

1455 S. 4th Avenue, Suite 4

Yuma, AZ 85364

Phone: (928) 343-7933

Fax: (928 )343-7949

