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Hoekstra to Introduce Legislation that Frees States from Mandates in No Child Left Behind
A-PLUS Act would Allow States to Assume Greater Autonomy and Accountability to Parents and Communities
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Holland, announced at a press conference this morning that he will introduce legislation today that would free states from the onerous mandates imposed upon them under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) federal education law.
“No Child Left Behind has created more testing, more paperwork and has cost schools more money to comply with federal mandates,” Hoekstra said. “We will soon have federal government schools should we continue to follow the current trajectory of adding more tests in more subjects such as science, geography, history, economics, government, civics and physical education with new federal mandates and penalties.”
The Academic Partnerships Lead Us to Success Act of 2007 (A-PLUS), which was introduced with 52-co-sponsors, would free states from the federal requirements tied to funding under NCLB and grant them the flexibility to implement initiatives that they develop to best meet the unique needs of their particular students.

Under the legislation, all states would have the option of providing the Secretary of Education with a “declaration of intent” to assume full responsibility for the education of their students. They would continue to receive federal support, but they would be free to advance their own policies.
“No Child Left Behind has created a one-size-fits-all approach to education when students and schools are very unique with very different needs that require very different approaches,” Hoekstra said. “The A-PLUS Act will restore accountability to parents and schools as states advance individually tailored academic policies.”
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