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Drilling in Wildlife Refuges

In light of the debate over allowing oil and gas leasing and drilling in Alaska’s 19.6 million-acre Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), the following information about current drilling operations in other wildlife refuges—and the sizes of those refuges—might be useful.

According to information provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the following national wildlife refuges currently support active oil and gas production*:

Hewitt Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Montana

Total size of refuge:  1,680 acres

http://bowdoin.fws.gov/
Lake Thibadeau National Wildlife Refuge, Montana

Total size of refuge:  3,869 acres

http://bowdoin.fws.gov/
Kirtland’s Warbler National Wildlife Refuge, Michigan

Total size of refuge:  6,543 acres

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/KirtlandsWarblerRefuge/
Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge, Oklahoma/Texas

Total size of refuge:  11,000 acres
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/hagerman/index.html
Atchafalaya National Wildlife Refuge, Louisiana

Total size of refuge:  15,000 acres

http://www.fws.gov/atchafalaya/
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge, Texas

Total size of refuge:  34,000 acres

http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/anahuac/index.html
Lacassine National Wildlife Refuge, Louisiana

Total size of refuge:  35,000 acres

http://www.fws.gov/refuges/profiles/index.cfm?id=43610
San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge, Texas

Total size of refuge:  37,000 acres

http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/texasmidcoast/sanbernard.htm
Delta National Wildlife Refuge, Louisiana

Total size of refuge:  48,000 acres

http://www.fws.gov/refuges/profiles/index.cfm?id=43555
Crosby Wetland Management District, North Dakota

Total size of refuge:  86,219 acres

http://crosbywetlands.fws.gov/
Sabine National Wildlife Refuge, Louisiana

Total size of refuge:  124,511 acres

http://www.fws.gov/sabine/
NOTE:  The Coastal Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (the area addressed by the provisions in the reported version of H.R. 4241—the Deficit Reduction Act) is comprised of about 1.55 million acres.  ANWR, in total, comprises 19.6 million acres.  

*The Government Accountability Office reports that upwards of 36 national wildlife refuges currently have oil and gas wells on them.

RSC staff contact:  Paul Teller, paul.teller@mail.house.gov
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