December 15, 2005

The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert

The Speaker of the House of Representatives

The United States Capitol 

Room H-232

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:


We are writing to request your support for including the text of the Animal Fighting Prohibition Enforcement Act (H.R. 817/S. 382) in the FY 06 Defense Appropriations conference report.  This provision would be a strong complement to other provisions under consideration related to combating avian influenza.

Enacting this legislation is a public health priority because cockfighting activity can be a vector for the transmission of disease to poultry and people.  According to USDA, cockfighting was implicated in an outbreak of Exotic Newcastle Disease that cost the federal government about $200 million to contain in 2002-2003.  Looming even larger is the concern that movement of cockfighting birds has helped to spread avian influenza in Southeast Asia, where at least eight people have reportedly died from cockfighting exposure, and the illegal movement of fighting birds threatens to spread bird flu more widely across the globe.  We can ill-afford to allow illegal animal fighting to continue thriving due to weak federal penalties.  


The Animal Fighting Prohibition Enforcement Act, which passed the Senate in April and has 186 House cosponsors, has been endorsed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the National Chicken Council, the American Veterinary Medical Association, the Humane Society of the United States, the National Sheriffs’ Association, and almost 400 sheriffs in all 50 states.  Local law enforcement agencies want to strengthen the federal animal fighting law because they recognize that animal fighters are often involved in narcotics, incidents of human violence, illegal gambling, and other criminal activity. 
Current law prohibits interstate and foreign commerce in animals for dogfighting, cockfighting, and other animal fighting ventures, and provides up to 1 year of jail time for violations, but misdemeanor penalties have not offered an effective deterrent.  This legislation would establish felony-level jail time (up to 2 years) for violators of the federal animal fighting law.


We appreciate your consideration, and hope you will be able to accommodate this modest request.







Sincerely,

___________________________________
___________________________________

Roscoe G. Bartlett



Mark Green

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

