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The Capitol Christmas Tree 
History
· 1964 marked the first official Capitol Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony.
· For over 40 years, the Capitol Christmas Tree has been displayed on the West Front Lawn of the Capitol Building, in celebration of the Christmas Season.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture annually provides a tree from various national forests across the nation.
· Although it is unlikely the term “holiday tree” was used at the time, on its website, the Architect of the Capitol states, “In 1963, House Speaker John W. McCormack suggested to J. George Stewart, Architect of the Capitol, that a holiday tree be placed on the Capitol grounds.” 
Additional Information
· In 1995, for the first time, the official invitation to what for over 30 years had been the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony, invited guests to view the lighting of the “Capitol Holiday Tree.”
· [image: image3.wmf]According to the office of the Architect of the Capitol, the tree was renamed to be “more politically correct” and no official Congressional action preceded the change and no documentation requesting the change has been located. 
2005 Tree Returned to its Historical Name
· On December 6, 2004, USDA Forest Service announced that Santa Fe National Forest will be providing the “2005 Holiday Tree,” to be lit by Speaker Hastert in early December 2005.
· The Architect of the Capitol confirms, and a November 29, 2005, Washington Times article reports, that Speaker Hastert has requested that the 2005 Capitol Christmas Tree be returned to its original name.  Speaker Hastert’s press secretary told the newspaper, “The speaker believes a Christmas tree is a Christmas tree and it is as simple as that.”
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