April 13, 2004

Reconsidering the Abortion-Breast Cancer Link

Dear Colleague:

Last month, researchers at Oxford University stated that upon review of numerous studies concerning the relationship between abortion and breast cancer, there is no evidence to indicate that abortions have “adverse effects on women’s subsequent risk of developing breast cancer.”

News reports of the study fail to note is that the study contains at least two serious flaws: First, those conducting the study refused to review published studies showing a link between abortion and breast cancer, but included numerous unpublished studies.  Second, the Oxford study ignores compelling evidence based on “reporting bias”, a theory that has been repeatedly disproved.

A recent article by Dr. Joel Brind of the biology faculty at Baruch College makes clear that the Oxford study is severely deficient and that the link between abortion and breast cancer is, in fact, a strong one.  Consider the following from Dr. Brind’s report:   

· Studies were rejected for unscientific reasons even though they had been published in peer-reviewed journals.

· “Four studies’ worth of data (one on French women, one on Chinese women, one on Russian women, and one on African-American women) were simply not even mentioned, even though they had been previously published as abstracts or included in other reviews;” and 

· “If we average all of the 15 studies (the Oxford study) excluded for unscientific reasons, they show an average breast cancer risk increase of 80 percent among women who had chosen abortion.”

Moreover, in response to the Oxford study’s dismissal of retrospective studies based on “reporting bias”, Dr. Brind states that the “reporting bias” theory is based on a 1991 Swedish study that “depended upon the assumption – since publicly retracted by the original authors – that breast cancer patients had ‘overreported’ abortion (i.e. reported abortion that had never taken place)”

In other words, the Oxford study argues that if a woman has breast cancer and acknowledges having had an abortion, she is not to be trusted.  Such an absurd deduction is not only grossly illogical, it also fails to show even rudimentary respect for the integrity of women.  

In the words of Dr. Brind, “A woman who chooses abortion will end up with a higher long term risk of breast cancer than would result from the childbirth choice.”  Yet, as Dr. Brind notes, “unethical and outrageous as it is, it is politically incorrect to inform women seeking abortion of this undeniable truth” (read Dr. Brind’s entire article in whole at http://www.lifenews.com/nat439.html.

I trust all of us can agree that rigid insistence on an ideologically-driven outcome should never be allowed to prevent women from getting the health care they need.  In this instance, that means informing women of the abortion-breast cancer connection.

Sincerely,






W. Todd Akin





Member of Congress

