SUPPORT OUR TROOPS ABROAD AND PROTECT THE HOMELAND WITH THE PRAYERS OF THE NATION

March 12, 2003

Dear Colleague:


As we all know these are perilous times for our nation.  The people of our country live in constant threat of terrorist attacks and our troops in the field are daily put in harm’s way to preserve our safety and our liberty.  Although I am confident in the efforts of our government to protect the homeland and in the efficacy of our troops abroad, we must never forget, as Abraham Lincoln said, “God should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people.”


The United States has a long history of turning to the Almighty in times of distress.  From the opening salvos of the Revolutionary War through the painful trials of the Civil War up to the various conflicts of our own time, the people of this nation have consistently implored the aid of Providence through prayer and fasting.  


Prayer and fasting transcend religious and denominational boundaries.  And can be practiced by all of the people of the United States.  Furthermore, this resolution is not an expression of support for or against American foreign policy.  It is a humble request that our people and their leaders turn to someone higher than themselves to guide them in the difficult decisions that will be made in the days ahead.


Contact Ryan Bradel of my office at 5-2561 to become an original co-sponsor of my concurrent resolution that March 24 be made a national day of fasting and prayer in humble supplication for guidance for our leaders and safety for our troops and our people. 






Sincerely,






W. Todd Akin






Member of Congress

