How high was your TV bill last month?
If the answer is too much -- read on -- and then cosponsor the Video Choice Act of 2005

 

 

Dear Colleague:

 

It's no secret the laws governing delivery of television programming in this country are outdated.  We simply have not kept up with emerging technologies, and as a result competition and choice have been stifled.

 

We will soon introduce the Video Choice Act of 2005 to bring these laws into the 21s century.  Current law requires that all companies interested in offering cable service -- or video service as it's called within the industry -- must negotiate an individual agreement with a "local franchising authority."  This mandate has served as a barrier to competition, effectively preventing new video technologies from entering into the market.

 

The Video Choice Act of 2005 will streamline the franchising process for new marketplace entrants and give American consumers more choice at a lower cost.

 

In town hall meetings, our constituents say they believe there should be more to choose from than just a cable provider, satellite or rabbit ears for their television service.   All of our constituents deserve more options.

 

This is by no means a free ride for new entrants into the market.  Those wishing to compete would be responsible for the same franchise fees incumbent cable operators pay.  And they would have to provide the same government and education channels, but without having to negotiate the hundreds or thousands of agreements currently required.  

 

Our telecommunication services are rapidly changing and expanding.  Congress must act to ensure our laws don't crush innovation and competition.

 

By supporting this legislation your constituents will know you believe they deserve more choice in video service providers.

 

To cosponsor the Video Choice Act of 2005, please contact Mike Platt with Congresswoman Blackburn, 5-3467, or Lori Pepper with Congressman Wynn, 5-8699, and don't hesitate to let us know if you need additional information.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

______________________________                        ______________________________

            Marsha Blackburn                                                       Albert R. Wynn

            Member of Congress                                                   Member of Congress

