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Americans Finally Work Enough to Pay for the Cost of Government 

Independence Day, July 4 – Cost of Government Day, July 7

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Congressman Kevin Brady (R-The Woodlands), a member of the tax-writing Ways and Means Committee and deputy whip released this year’s stunning Cost of Government Day report with non-partisan tax research group Americans for Tax Reform today at the Capitol.  
“Cost of Government Day this year is July 7th, which means that even with President Bush’s much needed tax relief, Americans won’t start working for themselves until seven months into the year” said Congressman Kevin Brady. “For most families, their taxes are more than their mortgage, food and clothing costs combined. We are an overtaxed nation.”
According to the report released by Americans for Tax Reform (www.atr.org), Americans must work from January 1st to July 7th before earning enough to pay their local, state and federal taxes for the year.  It’s really distressing that Americans spend more time working to pay for the cost of government than earning money for their own families.  The cost of government consumes nearly 52% of national income. 

Washington needs to curb its spending habits and make sure that not a penny of taxpayer money is squandered.   Brady, the author of The Federal Sunset Act (HR 1227), believes this legislation would be a powerful first step in ending government waste.  Brady’s Sunset Act was adopted as an amendment to the Spending Control Act in a bi-partisan vote of 272-140 just two weeks ago.  This historic vote was the first ever to be held on the House 

floor for a comprehensive sunset reform measure and an important first step to future votes and victories for controlling spending in Washington.  

Sunsetting establishes the process to evaluate the performance of federal agencies. The law will also promote accountability and customer service within agencies that have not demonstrated either in the past.
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ADVANCE \d4Brady’s legislation would place an expiration date on every federal agency, department and program. This would require them to justify their existence to taxpayers and Congress, or face elimination. Similar measures currently exist in 24 states, including Texas.  Texas taxpayers have saved $720  million thanks to Sunset provisions.  Brady continues to work hard to bring that same accountability and savings to the Federal government.
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