Join Me in Helping the Vaccine-Injured

Become an Original Cosponsor of 
The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program Improvement Act of 2003

March 14, 2003

Dear Colleague:

At the end of the 107th Congress a commitment was made to address problems with the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program within the first six months of the 108th Congress.  On Wednesday, March 19, I plan to introduce the “National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program Act of 2003.”  This legislation is the product of a three-year investigation of the House Committee on Government Reform.  Specific provisions of the bill seek to address the needs identified by the families and their legal counsel, as well as many of the recommendations made by the Bush Administration.  

 Since 1988, the Vaccine Injury Compensation Program has been the principal source of compensation for individuals who have suffered vaccine-related injuries.  Since its inception, the program has compensated more than 1,780 individuals.  The original intent of Congress was to compensate families through a non-adversarial process.  However, during hearings before the Committee on Government Reform, the program was criticized for becoming overly litigious and less compassionate than was intended by Congress.  In order for the public to maintain trust in vaccine policies, and to comply with mandatory vaccination for school and day-care attendance and for some adult workers, it is important to have a vaccine injury compensation program that is efficient, effective and fair to those who may have suffered injury from vaccines.  While some officials believe that vaccine injury is relatively rare, all who suffer injuries from the covered vaccines should have an opportunity to seek a fair review of their case in the program.

The Vaccine Injury Compensation Program Improvement Act of 2003 is bipartisan legislation that builds on a set of recommendations to improve the program put forward by the Advisory Committee on Childhood Vaccines.  The bill would:


Extend the statute of limitations for seeking compensation to six years from the date of injury.  Under current law, families must file within two years of a child’s death or three years of a child’s injury.


Provide a one-time, two-year period for families with post-1988 injuries to file a petition if they were previously excluded from doing so because they missed the statute of limitations.


Allow for the payment of interim attorney’s fees and legal costs while a petition is being adjudicated.  The costs of assembling the necessary medical records and obtaining expert witnesses are substantial.  Under current law, these costs, as well as attorney’s fees, are not reimbursed until a case is fully resolved, which oftentimes takes 3-7 years.  Some cases have taken ten years to resolve and for reimbursements to be made. 


Increase compensation for future lost earnings for injured children.  Under current law, compensation is based on the average weekly earnings of full and part-time workers as determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.  This bill would specify that only full-time workers should be used in the calculation.  


Increase the level of compensation to a family after a vaccine-related death from $250,000 to $300,000.  The death benefit has remained unchanged since the program’s inception 15 years ago.


Allow for families of vaccine-injured children to be compensated for the costs of family counseling. 


Creating and maintaining a guardianship to administer the funds.

The Department of Health and Human Services, upon the recommendations of their Advisory Commission on Childhood Vaccines, submitted suggested legislation in 1999, which the Bush administration has since endorsed.  The bill incorporates most of these recommendations, as well as other recommendations that were put forth through the Committee’s investigative and hearing process.

If you have any questions or would like to become a co-sponsor, please contact Mindi Walker at (202) 225-6427 or Kathy Kulkarni at (202) 225-4671 no later than Tuesday, March 18th, 2003.  

Sincerely,




Sincerely,

/S Dan Burton



/S Frank Pallone, Jr.







Dan Burton




Frank Pallone, Jr.

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

