January 5, 2006

 

Recent scandals of Abramoff, Scanlon, and Cunningham bring up the specter of . . .

 
Lavish Gifts for Legislative Favors?

 

We need transparency in the earmarking process!

 

H.R. 1642

 

 

Dear Colleague:

 

We are seeking cosponsors for a bi-partisan bill to provide accountability in the earmark process.  The bill would mandate that agencies cannot fund earmarks unless they are contained in the actual legislative language of the bill, regardless of whether they are listed in a committee report.  This provision would force earmarks to be included in the actual text of a spending bill, so that members on the House floor could debate any egregious earmarked spending.  

 

As you know, members on the House floor can not amend committee report language, and they can only amend the actual text of a bill.  However, most earmarks are contained in the committee report or final conference report of the bill, not in the actual bill language itself.  

 

In addition, our bill provides point-of-order protections that prevent the waiving of House rules with regard to attaching non-germane spending (i.e. earmarks not contained in either the House or Senate spending bill) in the conference report of a spending bill.  This would prevent spending from being included in the conference report that the House and Senate have not seen. 

 

Please contact Brian Clifford of Flake's staff at 5-2635 for more information or to cosponsor.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

 

JEFF FLAKE


JIM COOPER

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

 

