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Congressman Flake Applauds President Bush’s Call for Increased Earmark Reform
Requiring Inclusion of Earmarks in Legislative Text of Bills Will Create More Accountability

Washington, D.C. – Republican Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents Arizona’s Sixth District, today applauded President Bush’s call for increased earmark reform.

            President Bush’s earmark reform proposal would require that earmarks be included in the legislative text of bills, rather than in the conference reports that accompany bills.  This would subject earmarks to increased levels of scrutiny and accountability.

“When earmarks are subjected to the scrutiny that they would receive in the text of bills, the number of earmarks will decline and their cost will likely shrink substantially,” said Flake.

            Congressman Flake called on President Bush to go one step further and instruct the executive branch to ignore earmarks that are not included in the legislative text of bills or veto bills that come with conference reports that include earmarks.

            “Unfortunately, it’s unlikely that Congress will implement President Bush’s proposal without the threat of having their earmarks ignored or vetoed.”
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