January 2, 2007
Let ROBO C.O.P. Solve Your Problems!

Cosponsor the ROBO Calls Off Phones Act
Dear Colleague:
Last year, I sponsored H.R. 1950, the Robo Calls Off Phones (Robo COP) Act, and intend on reintroducing it this Congress.  Increasingly during campaign season, household phone lines and answering machines are bombarded with prerecorded or robotic political calls.  Close to Election Day, eligible voters sometimes receive 20 or more of these recorded phone messages a day.  Just as unsolicited telemarketing calls are a nuisance and inconvenient for many individuals and families, so are these robo political calls.  More importantly, these calls offer no interaction with an actual person calling on a candidate’s behalf much less the candidate him/herself.  It is important for candidates to interact with voters on a personal level and this is lost when these robo calls are made. 

Individuals should have the right to opt out of receiving these calls just as they are able to opt out of telemarketing calls.  Currently, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is prohibited under the Do-Not-Call statute from proscribing these robo calls since political organizations are classified as exempt organizations along with certain non-profit organizations such as charities.  This is why I will reintroduce this legislation that would direct the FTC to revise the regulations regarding the Do-Not-Call registry to prohibit calls with politically-oriented recorded messages to telephone numbers of those who choose not to receive them.  Please join me in supporting this common sense legislation.  To be an original cosponsor of the Robo Calls Off Phones (Robo COP) Act, please contact Erica Shrader at 5-2071 or erica.shrader@mail.house.gov by Friday, January 5, 2007.

Sincerely,

/s
Virginia Foxx

Member of Congress

