Shine the Light of Disclosure on Politics

Cosponsor the Sunlight Act (H.R. 170)

Dear Colleague:

We have heard a lot of rhetoric lately about reform in the House, without real action.  The Sunlight Act is the right answer for lobbying and ethics reform because instead of requiring more red tape and paperwork it puts the power of information in the hands of the people.  It opens the process of law-making so the people are armed with information.   

· Travel: The Sunlight Act amends the Rules of the House for travel by requiring that privately-funded travel be approved in advance by the Committee on Standards.  Five days after the travel is finished, the cost must be fully disclosed on the internet in a form that can be easily accessed and searched by the public.  

· Financial Disclosure: It requires that Members report exact asset/liability values on their financial disclosures, instead of vague ranges.   The disclosures must be fully disclosed on the internet in a form that can be easily accessed and searched by the public.  

· Debate: It requires that the subject of debate be projected so that it is visible to Members and to visitors in the gallery.  

· Public Information: It requires the bills, conference reports, bills and amendments must be available to the public on the internet in a searchable format before being voted on so that the public can voice their opinion.  

· Bill, Joint Resolution or Conference Report – 48 hours

· Amendment made in order by a rule – within one hour after the rule is filed

· Amendment under an open rule – immediately after being offered

· Campaign Donations: It requires that FEC reports must be filed electronically in a searchable and sortable manner so that the public has the information at their disposal.  It requires that donations be reported every 24 hours for the last 30 days before an election.  

To cosponsor the Sunlight Act (H.R. 170) please contact Brenna Findley in my office at 5-4426 or Brenna.Findley@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

s/

STEVE KING

Member of Congress

