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Rep. Green pushes House leaders to include his “Lobbyists Online” proposal in lobbying reform package
Green measure – which he has introduced in each Congress since 2000 – would allow public to view information about lobbyists’ efforts online
GREEN BAY – U.S. Rep. Mark Green (R-Green Bay) sent a letter to House Speaker Dennis Hastert and Rules Committee Chairman David Dreier this week requesting that his proposal to create an online lobby disclosure Web site be added to broader lobbying reform legislation set to be considered in the House later this month.

“Seldom has there been a time in which so much momentum has existed to propel reforms to the way our government is run.  I’m hoping to harness that momentum to finally get my ‘Lobbyists Online’ proposal passed.  Crafted in the spirit of free and open government, my bill would create a site listing all federal lobbying reports online for the general public.  Americans deserve to know who is talking with their elected officials and why.  My proposal will help deliver that kind of transparency.”

Green has introduced his “Lobbyists Online” legislation during each Congress since the year 2000.  During his tenure in the Wisconsin State Assembly, Green guided the successful passage of a similar measure.  His proposal, which is now law in Wisconsin, requires the posting of state lobbying disclosure information on the Internet.  The site can be accessed at http://ethics.state.wi.us.

The one-of-a-kind Wisconsin program has also earned a series of national honors, being named one of the 25 most significant innovations in American government in 2000 by Harvard University and the Ford Foundation.  It also earned the 2002 Public Integrity Award by the Council of State Governments, the American Society for Public Administration, and the Council on Governmental Ethics Laws.

- A COPY OF GREEN’S LETTER TO HOUSE LEADERS IS ATTACHED -
January 9, 2006
The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert

The Honorable David Dreier
Speaker of the House



Chairman, Committee on Rules
H-232, the Capitol



H-312, the Capitol
Washington, D.C.  20515


Washington, DC  20515
Dear Speaker Hastert and Chairman Dreier:


I am aware of the recent announcement that you are currently putting together a lobbying reform package to be voted on by the House once we reconvene at the end of January.  This letter is to request a specific provision be added to the bill.


Every year I've been in Congress (since 1999) I have introduced a measure to strengthen lobbying disclosure laws.  Currently, the resolution is known as House Resolution 81.  It's a measure that would require the Clerk of the House to post online lobbying registration and reports on the House public Web site, www.house.gov.  I've enclosed a copy of my bill for your review.


I have met multiple times with staff from the clerk's office and I'm very aware that they have worked hard to implement an electronic filing system for lobbyists.  I certainly commend this effort, but have been disappointed that they have not gone a step further by making these filings available online. 


In case you are unaware, back in 2001, our colleagues in the Senate and the United States Senate Office of Public Records took it upon themselves to administratively implement the posting of this information on a public Web site located at http://sopr.senate.gov.  I think it's long past due for the House to follow suit.


My legislation has enjoyed strong bipartisan support over the years and I feel it’s a unique opportunity to pass a reform measure that genuinely improves the public's access to already public information.  


I hope you will strongly consider including this reform in the overall package you put together.  I would be more than happy to speak to either one of you or your staff about making this happen.  

 




Best regards,

 



           
Mark Green

           
 



Member of Congress

cc:
Chairman Jim Sensenbrenner


House Judiciary Committee

