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Barrett Responds to the State of the Union Address 

 

"President Bush knows that America is best when America leads," said Barrett.  "America will continue to lead the fight against terrorism by taking the fight to the terrorists before the terrorists bring the fight to us.  

 

"We live in challenging and complicated times, but the President is optimistic because he knows that the American people never shy away from a challenge.  He understands we must face the issues before us today head on, not pass them down to future generations.  He challenged us as elected officials to lead the world by example and to do so by choosing freedom, security, and prosperity.   

 

"The President also directly acknowledged the problem of entitlement spending, there is no doubt that something must be done to gain control of our mandatory spending.  He indicated tough choices will have to be made.  In fact, President Bush will deliver his budget to Congress on Monday and from the tone tonight I expect a lean budget focusing on our priorities.  

 

"There is no doubt that the President has led our nation through unprecedented times, and I was pleased to hear him renew his conservative beliefs of lower taxes and less government.  He knows the federal government gets into trouble when we try to be all things to all people - that's not our role - the private sector, not the federal government, is the engine of growth and job development in our country.  Congress has a responsibility to make the tax cuts he initially proposed 5 years ago permanent, and I hope my colleagues in the Senate will ensure that happens sooner rather than later.

 

"Another issue I am excited to hear the President continue to talk about is our need to find alternate sources of energy, including nuclear power, to reduce our dependency on foreign sources of energy.  I am a big proponent of building new nuclear reactors throughout the country and move our nation toward nuclear power.  We have made great progress toward that goal, but there is more to do.  

 

"I look forward to working with the President and his Administration to enact these policies that will allow America to lead the world toward peace and prosperity. 
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