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  JONES REACTS TO THE STATE OF THE UNION 

Washington, D.C.- Tonight, Third District Representative Walter B. Jones responded to President George W. Bush’s State of the Union address.

In this year’s address, President Bush laid out an optimistic agenda for the future of America and articulated his vision of America as a country with a responsibility to lead.  The President emphasized that we are living in historic times, and that the decisions we make today will help shape the direction of events for years to come.  In charting the path forward for our nation, the President proposed initiatives to address the top priorities and values of the American people.

“I was pleased to hear President Bush give attention to the pressing issues of rising energy prices and rising health care costs.   I share his strong commitment to alleviating the anxiety of the American people by ensuring access to affordable health care for the poor and elderly and promoting America’s independence from foreign sources of oil,” Jones said.

Jones also supported the President’s call for wise fiscal policy and controlled federal spending.  “With our national debt at a record high of more than eight trillion dollars, it is time for the federal government to act responsibly with the taxpayers’ money and finally clamp down on unnecessary spending.”

“One issue that I believe deserved greater attention in this year’s address is the need to secure our borders and implement meaningful immigration reform,” Congressman Jones said.  “It is impossible to safeguard America’s national security without ensuring the security of our borders.”

“This country needs to get serious about enforcing our immigration laws and giving our border patrol the manpower they need to do their job,” Jones said.

“Recent events have highlighted the problem of illegal immigration like never before.  Just last week, federal authorities discovered what they described as the largest and most advanced illegal cross-border underpass ever found – a 2,400-foot-long ventilated passageway linking San Diego to a Tijuana warehouse.  The tunnel contained 2 tons of marijuana and could certainly have accommodated the entry of illegal aliens or terrorists into our country,” Jones said.  “Recent news reports have also described instances of the Mexican military crossing over our borders.  Over the past 10 years, there have been 250 incursions by members of the Mexican armed services — this poses a direct threat to the sovereignty of our nation.”

“The time has come to enforce our immigration laws and make border security a top priority,” Jones said. 

For additional information or to schedule an interview with Congressman Walter B. Jones please contact Kathleen Joyce at (202) 225-3415.
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