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Neugebauer Praises Final Passage of Deficit Reduction Bill

 

   Washington, DC-After making technical corrections to accommodate Senate changes to the Deficit Reduction Act Wednesday, the House completed a year-long effort to pass a reform package that will reduce the deficit by $39.7 billion over five years. 

 

   Congressman Randy Neugebauer praised final passage of the Deficit Reduction Act, which passed 216-214, as a necessary step toward reforming government.

 

   "The Deficit Reduction Act is a much-needed piece of legislation that helps Congress make common sense reforms to how government operates and restore fiscal integrity to the federal budget.  Fiscal responsibility requires that tough decisions be made.  However, that is precisely what the American people have sent each one of us to Congress to do.  

 

   "We cannot kick these problems down the road for future generations to solve.  As President Bush stated during his State of the Union Address, we need to start to slow the growth of government now, or else future Congresses will face 'impossible choices.' The reforms made in the Deficit Reduction Act today will strengthen these cherished programs for the long run by allowing us to keep promises made to our seniors, to our children, and to our agricultural producers.

 

   "Next week, President Bush will send his budget proposals to Congress.  As we begin work on next year's budget, we must continue to identify programs that waste taxpayer money.  And we must continue to support sound tax-relief policies that have helped create jobs and reduce the deficit.  

 

   "Today's Passage of the Deficit Reduction Act shows we are off to a good start in 2006.  It is my hope that we can continue on with this spirit of reform and fiscal responsibility throughout the year." 
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