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SOUDER PRAISES PRESIDENT'S

VISION FOR THE NATION

 

U.S. Rep. Mark Souder released the following statement after President George W. Bush delivered the State of the Union address:
 

"Facing seemingly insurmountable challenges-ranging from terrorism and the very real prospect of a nuclear Iran to high energy and healthcare costs-the United States requires strong and imaginative leadership to address so many complex questions.  Either we as a country will shape the future, or we will be shaped by the future.  We need people with experience and knowledge to lead us through these historic times.  With his inspirational call to higher values, President Bush showed that he is such a leader.

 

"As the President pointed out, we cannot retreat into the pre-9/11 fallacy that oceans will protect us from terrorist attacks.  Rather, we must continue to fight the global War on Terror and engage the enemy in Afghanistan and Iraq.  We simply cannot accept an Iran armed with nuclear missiles.

 

"As part of this war, we need to ensure that our military and law enforcement have the necessary tools to protect us.  We must reauthorize the Patriot Act, provisions of which are in danger of expiring.  And the National Security Agency needs to be able to monitor communications involving suspected members of Al Qaeda, even if they're making calls to and from the United States.

 

"For reasons of national security-and global competitiveness-I strongly agree that we have to reduce our dependence on foreign oil.  Ethanol and biofuels can help achieve this essential goal.

 

"In order that the United States remains economically-competitive in the world, President Bush also raised the burden on our workers posed by the high costs of health care.  I've been a longtime supporter of Health Savings Accounts and other innovative programs, and I was pleased to hear the President argue for their expansion."
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