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	Tiahrt Pleased by Bush Remarks on Economic Competitiveness
WASHINGTON, D.C. – In 2003, U.S. Representative Todd Tiahrt (R-Kan) approached leaders of the U.S. House of Representatives about his thoughts on why U.S. workers and companies were at a disadvantage in competing economically against foreign workers. After Tiahrt presented his economic competitiveness agenda, which addressed eight barriers to U.S. economic competitiveness, he was asked to lead the comprehensive agenda for House Republicans. In his State of the Union Address Tuesday night, President George W. Bush included many of those same items in his own economic plan.
“I was pleased President Bush focused attention on health care costs, the need for focused research and development, the importance of lifelong learning and making sure our children are knowledgeable in math science and technology, and the burden taxes place on the economy,” said Tiahrt. “House Republicans have been focused on addressing these issues for over two years, and with President Bush’s leadership we can better engage Americans in preparing for a 21st Century economy.”

Tiahrt has received credit on Capitol Hill for his efforts in keeping and bringing new jobs back to America. Republican National Committee Chairman Ken Mehlman recently lauded Tiahrt for his work, saying Tiahrt has “been focused like a laser beam” on economic competitiveness. The Bush Administration has also taken notice of Tiahrt’s leadership on the issue. White House officials contacted Tiahrt last week and again Tuesday about his work over the past two and a half years as co-chairman of the House Jobs Action Team and chairman of both the Economic Competitiveness Caucus and the Republican Conference Economic Competitiveness Public Affairs Team. 
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