February 7, 2006 

COSPONSOR H.R. 4364

THE PUBLIC PRAYER PROTECTION ACT
 
Dear Colleague:

 

Thomas Jefferson once said, “[The] liberty to worship our Creator in the way we think most agreeable to His will [is] a liberty deemed in other countries incompatible with good government and yet proved by our experience to be its best support.”  

 

Although Congress and many other legislatures throughout the country often solemnize their legislative sessions with prayers, the right of public officials throughout our nation to express themselves through prayer has once again come under attack.  For example, in addition to his attempt to strike “under God” from the Pledge of Allegiance, Michael Newdow also unsuccessfully sought to prevent the use of chaplains in the U. S. House and Senate.  Moreover, a South Carolina chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has claimed a 2004 Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals case, Wynne v. Town of Great Falls, creates an all-out ban on sectarian prayer by public officials including federal, state, and local legislators.  

 

As a result, I have introduced the “Public Prayer Protection Act.”  This bill seeks to protect the right of elected and appointed officials to express their religious beliefs through public prayer by removing all establishment clause cases involving prayer by public officials to the jurisdiction of state courts.  

 

If your boss would like to be a cosponsor of this important legislation, please contact Carla Cagle in my office at x5-5301.  

 

                                                                Sincerely, 


J. Gresham Barrett 


Member of Congress 

