	

	For Immediate Release



Contact: Aaron Johnson

February 9, 2006





(202) 225-4676

Musgrave Petitions Bush To SLICE The Budget, Not Just Veto Line-Items

Current legislation can withstand court challenges, unlike president’s proposal

Washington, DC:  As White House officials draft legislation to provide the president line-item veto power over excessive federal spending, Congresswoman Marilyn Musgrave petitioned President George W. Bush to, instead, seek authority that has a greater constitutional footing.  

Musgrave is urging him to consider the power to force congressional votes on costly pet projects, as granted in the SLICE Act.  Today, she joined Democrat Congressmen Mark Udall (CO) and Jim Cooper (TN) in sending a letter to the president highlighting the strengths of this legislation over the line-item veto he requested in his State of the Union Address.

“Rather than granting powers similar to what the Supreme Court has previously struck down, this bill would withstand potential constitutional challenges because it grants the president a different kind of authority.  He can force lawmakers to justify costly projects by a vote,” said Musgrave.  “In Washington, putting congressmen on the spot by forcing them to vote on costly projects a persuasive tool in preventing unnecessary spending.”

Congresswoman Musgrave joined Colorado Congressman Mark Udall in introducing the SLICE (Stimulating Leadership in Cutting Expenditures) Act last year.  Specifically, their bill would authorize the president to identify specific items of federal spending he thinks should be cut and require Congress to vote on each of those items.  

Under current law, if the president proposes a specific cut, Congress can simply ignore the proposal.

On April 9, 1996, President Bill Clinton signed into law (P.L. 104-130) a bill granting the President of the United States the power of line-item veto.  The new law granted "enhanced rescission authority" to cancel appropriation spending items, entitlement measures, and tax breaks.

However, on June 25, 1998, the U.S. Supreme Court decided 6-3 in the case of Clinton v. New York City that the line-item veto was unconstitutional because it violated procedures set forth in Article I, Section 7 of the Constitution, which specifically grants Congress the power of the purse.
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Marilyn Musgrave began serving in the United States House of Representatives in January 2003, and she represents Colorado's Fourth Congressional District.  Musgrave is a member of the House Committees on Agriculture, Education and the Workforce, Resources, and Small Business. To learn more about Rep. Musgrave please visit her official website at http://www.house.gov/musgrave. 
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