FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, February 6, 2006

 

Contact: Josh Noland

Phone:  (202) 225-4005

Josh.Noland@mail.house.gov

 

Neugebauer Reacts to President Bush's 2007 Budget Proposal

 

   Washington, DC-While differing sharply with President Bush's proposal to change payment limits for agricultural producers, Congressman Randy Neugebauer said the President's Bush's budget request to Congress indicates a continued commitment to national security and fiscal responsibility:

 

   "President Bush sent a budget proposal for FY 2007 to Congress today that is fiscally responsible and sets the right priorities.  He asks Congress to reduce non-security related discretionary spending while continuing to support our efforts in the War on Terror both abroad and here at home.  While we are at war, an across the board pay raise for our military, developing new weapons systems, and keeping our military ready to fight the battles of tomorrow must be top priorities.  And since border security is integral to national security, I support the President's proposals to add more border patrol agents and increase detention space for those who enter the country illegally.

 

  "I agree with President Bush's focus on the need to make reforms to large entitlement programs which are currently suffering from unsustainable growth rates.  Congress took a good first step toward addressing these issues in the Deficit Reduction Act, and I look forward to working with the President on finding other reforms that will ensure that we can honor promises made through Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security. 

 

   "I also support the President's call for making the 2003 tax relief measures permanent, which would prevent a tax hike on families and small businesses.  These sound economic policies have led to substantial economic growth and rapid increases in federal tax receipts. Allowing taxes to automatically increase would be detrimental to economic growth and job creation, and I will continue to support efforts in Congress preventing a tax hike.

 

   "However, once again the President has proposed changing payment limits for agricultural producers, and I disagree with this request.  The time for debating payment limits and other changes in agriculture policy is during upcoming work in Congress to write the 2007 Farm Bill, not in the annual budget process. 

 

   "As always, the President's proposal is just that, a proposal.  Congress has much work to do throughout the year to pass funding bills that focus on national priorities like achieving energy independence, ensuring that our military and law enforcement personnel have the tools they need to defend our nation, and keeping America's workers competitive in the 21st century economy."

 
