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Price Calls for Sunlight on Earmarks

Resolution to Bring Transparency to Appropriations Process


Washington, DC – Congressman Tom Price (GA-06-R) recently introduced a resolution to amend the House Rules to attribute earmarks to their sponsoring Member of Congress. The resolution, introduced on January 31, 2006, currently has 50 cosponsors.

 

“The American people should be able to see who is spending their money and where it is going,” said Price.  “Accountability is an inherent trait of a democratic society, and Congress has the responsibility to ensure that accountability.  This is just one step in a process of reform which will assure that the trust of the taxpayers is well earned.

 

“Those seeking money for projects in their communities should be willing and able to publicly justify that support.  Sunlight is a disinfectant.  Shining a bright light on how this hard-earned taxpayer money is spent will bring much-needed transparency to the appropriations process.”

 

This amendment to House Rules has three primary benefits: 

Transparency
The American public will be able to see, as they should, exactly what Congress is spending on individual projects in each congressional district. 
Accountability
If an earmark is requested and secured; it will be properly attributed to the person sponsoring the line item.  

Merit 
It requires that funding priorities must go through a standard process of vetting and determined to be worthy.
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