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BLACKBURN CALLS FOR MORE OVERSIGHT IN TRANSFER OF PORT OPERATIONS TO COMPANY BASED IN THE MIDDLE EAST

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Representative Marsha Blackburn (TN-7th District) issued the following statement today regarding the potential that a company based in the Middle East may soon be responsible for managing port operation in New York, New Jersey, Baltimore, New Orleans, Miami, and Philadelphia.

"I am not prepared to sign off on this agreement," Blackburn said.  "I want to see more oversight of this process despite the Administration's assurances that due diligence has been performed.  The American people have a right to question these sorts of transactions.  Secretary Chertoff asked us to trust that the appropriate scrutiny has been applied, but when it comes to this issue I need more than that."

"Companies based in certain nations should be held to a higher standard when their business may impact our national security.  If companies headquartered in less than friendly regions want to do business with America, they should expect to be thoroughly investigated."

"Armed Services Committee Chairman Duncan Hunter has already issued a letter to the White House supporting heightened oversight and I agree with him.  We'll be paying close attention to this process."
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