





February 15, 2006

IT’S TIME TO RETIRE THE OMNIBUS

Dear Colleague: 


Later this week, I will be introducing legislation to amend the House rules to prohibit the use of omnibus appropriations acts.  As a fellow member of the Republican Study Committee, I am asking you to become an original co-sponsor of this common-sense legislation.

The Fiscal Year 2006 appropriations process proved one thing: passing individual spending bills can be done.  However, this small victory in the quest to reign in runaway federal spending must be viewed in context of the larger battle.  

Originally introduced in 1950, the Omnibus Appropriations Act was considered a one-time experiment aimed at improving legislative efficiency.  More than one-half century later, times have certainly changed.  Since being elected to Congress 11 years ago, I have seen nine omnibus appropriations acts signed into law.  Like many of you, I have fought them every step of the way.

These massive bills often package hundreds of billions of dollars in spending into thousands of pages of legislation, and are rushed to the floor for consideration with little or no debate. This is neither an effective or fiscally responsible way to govern our nation.  Please join me in retiring the Omnibus.
For more information or to sign on as an original co-sponsor, contact Mike Ensminger in my office at 5-2216.






Sincerely, 






Steve Chabot

