February 15, 2006

Let’s Set Priorities for Government Programs!!

Be an Original Cosponsor of Congressman Conaway’s

‘Federal Programs Offset’ Resolution 

Amend the Rules of the House to Halt the Growth of Government 

Congress must be committed to slowing the growth of spending, reforming inefficient programs, and removing burdensome regulations to lower the Federal budget deficit

Dear Colleague: 

Like the American family, Congress must learn to live within its means.  Commitment to spending restraint and controlling the size of government are principles that we, as members of Congress, should embrace. Please join me and become an original cosponsor of my resolution to amend the Rules of the House of Representatives to require that any bill or joint resolution that establishes a new Federal program should not only contain an offsetting reduction in spending, but should also TERMINATE an existing Federal program or programs.

We must also understand that combating natural disasters, securing our homeland and protecting our troops at home and abroad must remain a priority, even in times of fiscal restraint. Therefore, my resolution would make certain exceptions for emergency, defense and homeland security spending.

Setting priorities for Federal spending is extremely difficult, but we were elected to make these tough decisions.  Although not easy, priorities must be set and we must be committed to halt the creation of new programs unless the new program is clearly and demonstrably more important than one of the many existing Federal programs. 

I urge you to join me in refraining from passing any legislation that would create new federal programs in the current fiscal year and in Fiscal Year 2007 without providing for direct dollar-for-dollar and program-for-program offsets. Congress should only enact a Federal program if Congress considers the new program to be a higher priority than an existing program or programs. 

Currently, our country is at a fiscal crossroads and tough decisions must be made. Congress must set priorities and pledge to hold the line on spending and growth of Government. Now, more than ever, the American taxpayers need our support. Increasing the size of government with new Federal programs could defeat any effort by Congress to reduce Federal spending. Our economy will continue to grow and generate rising tax revenues as a result of lower rates and sound economic policy.

We must work together to reduce domestic spending, reduce the deficit, and get our fiscal house in order. The text of my resolution is on the reverse side of this Dear Colleague for your reference. To cosponsor this important resolution, or for more information, please contact Kim Crews in my office at 5-3605 or kim.crews@mail.house.gov.   

Sincerely, 

K. Michael Conaway 

Member of Congress 

