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Conservative Calls on Congress to Offset New Spending 

WASHINGTON – Today, U.S. Congressman Jeb Hensarling (R-TX) issued the following statement regarding the Bush Administration’s supplemental spending requests:

“Like President Bush, I strongly support our troops and their mission, which is why we need to give them all the resources they need to fight and win the War on Terror.  But as a nation at war, Americans cannot afford to grow government, increase the deficit and defeat the enemies of freedom at the same time.  

“Congress must set priorities.  Therefore, these supplemental spending packages should be considered separately on their merits, and any new spending should be offset dollar-for-dollar with funds from outdated, duplicative or less essential federal programs.  

“To date, Congress has provided nearly $100 billion in relief assistance to the Gulf Coast, some of which we have recently learned was misused.  Before we ask American taxpayers to tighten their belts and foot the bill for more spending, our first responsibility must be to cut the pork out of the federal budget and stop feeding the growth of government.”
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Congressman Hensarling is Chairman of the Republican Study Committee’s Budget & Spending Taskforce and a member of the House Budget Committee.






