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Sodrel Introduces Free Speech Legislation 
(Indianapolis, IN.) - Congressman Mike Sodrel announced today at the Indiana State House that he has introduced federal legislation, H.R. 4776, to remove the review of content of speech in the legislature from the jurisdiction of federal courts.

A federal district court judge ruled recently, in the case of Hinrichs v. Bosma, that ministers invited to deliver invocations before the Indiana State Legislature, and the legislators themselves, must not make any reference to Jesus Christ or to the Christian religion. 

“This decision goes beyond freedom of religion, to threaten freedom of speech, and imperils the foundation principles of our representative republic,” Sodrel said.  “If federal courts can regulate any speech of the members of a legislative body, then those courts can regulate all speech.

“The courts are now going beyond interpreting laws, and have begun inserting themselves in the legislative process. Hundreds of years of precedent argue against this court decision. 

“It violates the principles of separation of legislative and judicial powers, and separate sovereignty between state and federal power. This ruling is presuming to dictate what state legislators may or may not say, and decide how they should represent their constituents.”

Sodrel’s legislation would do the following 


remove the review of content of speech in the legislature from the jurisdiction of federal courts; 


provide immunity for the content of speech during a legislative session by a legislator or lawfully invited guests, excluding witnesses, unless such speech constituted treason, an admission of a crime, or a breach of the peace; 


prohibit the use of federal funds to enforce this or similar decisions; and prohibit the use of fines against the state as a body in order to enforce such a decision.
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