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Garrett Amendments Fight Katrina Fraud, 
Protect American Workers
 
Congressman Garrett successfully amended a Gulf Coast relief package (H.R. 1227) that passed out of the Financial Services committee today to include provisions that fight rampant fraud and prohibit illegal aliens from taking jobs away from American workers.  

 

In December, MSNBC reported that fraud and waste during Katrina relief efforts could cost taxpayers as much as $2 billion.  In light of the massive theft of taxpayers’ hard-earned dollars, Congressman Garrett offered an amendment that would require the Government Accounting Office (GAO) to submit quarterly reports to the Financial Services Committee detailing how the money is being spent and identifying waste and fraud.  Another of Congressman Garrett’s amendments would have frozen funds if the GAO report revealed that fraud and waste exceeded 10% of the money spent.  Unfortunately for taxpayers in North Jersey and across the nation, that amendment was stripped of its teeth by the Democrats on the committee.

 

Congressman Garrett’s second successful amendment requires employers in the region that receive federal funds to verify that all employees engaged in Katrina relief work are legal workers by checking identification. 

 

Congressman Garrett said, “This is really a victory for the taxpayers in North Jersey and across the country who have already seen literally hundreds of millions of their hard-earned dollars wasted because Congress failed to put adequate oversight and accountability controls in the original relief bills.  I am also happy for the residents of the Gulf Coast, who should not have to compete with illegal aliens for work while trying to rebuild their lives and communities.  I am pleased that my colleagues on the Financial Services Committee agreed to these amendments, and I hope that my colleagues in both the House and the Senate will have the same opinion when this bill comes to the floor for a vote.”
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