March 6, 2007

Help Expand Trade Opportunities 

Dear Colleague:

It is a fundamental freedom of the American people to purchase products from other people of their choice.  More trade means more competition, and competition means families can buy more using less of their paychecks.  More trade also means more opportunities for American exporters and job creation.    

As you know, the President’s current Trade Promotion Authority (TPA), and with it the ability to have trade agreements considered by Congress under expedited procedures, will expire on June 30th.  Given the complexity and length of time that trade negotiations take, U.S. trade negotiators and potential trading partners need to know with certainty that the U.S. is committed to free trade and can carry out the agreements it negotiates.  This commitment appears less than certain given that the Executive Branch must continually come before the Congress for renewal of TPA.  

That is why I have introduced H.R. 1042, the Trade Promotion Authority Extension and Enhancement Act of 2007, which would:

· Extend the current TPA for 5 years -including the reporting requirements to Congress, and 
· Create a new process whereby this authority automatically renews itself every 5 years, unless Congress should pass a concurrent resolution disapproving of this renewal.  If so, then TPA would expire upon the completion of that 5 year renewal. 
The Trade Promotion Authority Extension and Enhancement Act of 2007 will signal to potential trading partners that Congress supports expanding trade opportunities and with it freedom of choice for consumers and market access for U.S. exporters, while preserving the Constitutionally-granted powers of the Congress by not permanently ceding this authority to the President.  

Should you have any questions, or wish to cosponsor this legislation, please contact Kyle Jackson in my office at 5-3484, or via email at kyle.jackson@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely, 

                                                            /s

JEB HENSARLING

Member of Congress
