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BLACKBURN, FISCAL CONSERVATIVES PRESENT BUDGET REDUCTION IDEAS IN CAPITOL HILL PRESS CONFERENCE

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Representative Marsha Blackburn (TN-7th District) joined Chairman Mike Pence (R-IN) and members of the Republican Study Committee (RSC) today to offer budget reduction suggestions for the Fiscal Year 2007 budget.  The budget reduction suggestions are attached.

"This is a step in the right direction at exactly the right time," Blackburn said.  "We need to kick off this budget season by talking about spending reductions.  That's what this effort is about.  These proposals are worth consideration and I know I'll be sharing them with my colleagues."
"Last year this same group of House fiscal conservatives had great success in supporting spending cuts.   Our work was critical to passage of the Deficit Reduction Act and the 1 percent across-the-board cut.  We're hoping to build on that record this year."

"I've got three bills to enact across-the-board reductions, and I'm supporting legislation to require the elimination of a government program every time we create a new program."
Blackburn has been an active participant in the Republican Study Committee and took part in "Operation Offset" last year.  That effort sought to put more focus on deficit reduction measures and was instrumental in securing passage of $39 billion in savings through the Deficit Reduction Act and a one percent across-the-board spending reduction in non-defense discretionary spending.

Last month Blackburn was one of twelve House members selected by Republican leadership to serve on a Budget Task Force aimed at building support for a fiscally conservative budget.

Republican Study Committee budget suggestions include:

Balances the budget by FY 2011

Includes pro-growth tax policy

Makes real reductions in discretionary spending

Proposes $358 billion in reconciliation savings

Increases defense spending to the President’s FY07 request

Reduces foreign aid by $31 billion over five years while ensuring continued support for Israel

Significantly restructures Commerce, Energy, and Education

Proposes elimination of over 150 federal programs

Includes budget process reforms (earmark reform

Constitutional line-item veto, and a federal sunset

Commission)

Proposes $392 billion in net deficit reduction

Makes no changes to Social Security

Block grants Medicaid

Block grants most federal education programs

Block grants WIA job training programs

Rescinds highway bill earmarks

Caps Medicare growth at 5.4% annually

Allows drilling in ANWR

Repeals the Davis-Bacon Act

Reforms agricultural production programs
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