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Shadegg Backs RSC Budget

Republicans Have a Responsibility to Cut Spending


Washington – While federal government spending sets new records every year, Republicans control the White House, the Senate, and the House of Representatives. The Republican Study Committee budget introduced today is chance to make reality match our rhetoric with sensible reductions in federal government spending.


“Nearly every Republican - whether they were elected in 1994 or 2004 - campaigned on a promise to cut wasteful spending and shrink the size of the federal government,” said U.S. Congressman John Shadegg. “It is time to keep that promise to the American people” 


According to the Office of Management and Budget, non-defense discretionary spending surged by 34 percent between 1999 and 2005, adjusted for inflation. That represents the largest six-year expansion in discretionary spending since the 1970s. The situation with regard to mandatory spending is even worse. In 1963, mandatory spending comprised only 25% of federal spending, today it is 54 percent. By 2040 - as the Baby Boomer generation retires - Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid will consume as much money as today’s entire budget. According to a Heritage Foundation analyst, that may well lead to our children paying tax rates 60 percent higher than we face today.


“Our reckless spending is mortgaging the future,” Shadegg said. “If we don’t act now, our children and grandchildren will pay for this spending in higher taxes, less economic growth, and a lower standard of living,”


Some people argue that the answer is to raise taxes, but the facts prove otherwise. Over the past few years, as we have cut taxes federal government revenue has increased– but that increase has been swamped by the massive growth in government spending.


“We do not face a choice between raising taxes and cutting spending – because raising taxes will slow our economy and lead to less tax revenue, not more,” Shadegg said. “Instead, we need to keep our economy strong by making the tax cuts permanent, while finding commonsense ways to reduce spending like those in the RSC budget.”

