February 27, 2007
COSPONSOR H.R. 1122
“THE EMERGENCY SPENDING CONTROL ACT OF 2007”

Dear Colleague:

The 109th Congress used the vehicle of an ‘emergency supplemental’ to fund Hurricane, Tsunami, and avian flu preparations as well as homeland security needs and funding for the Global war on terror.  Reasonable people will agree that emergency situations arise, but they also know it is common sense to ensure that the situation is a TRUE emergency.  Also, citizens expect their government to act similar to the average taxpayer when budgeting and setting aside money in anticipation of emergencies.

As Members of Congress, we owe it to the American taxpayer to ensure any new request for emergency spending is thoroughly reviewed and provided for in the budget. My concern is that of the taxpayer - far too often the federal government deems additional spending an ‘emergency’ because it was not included in the original budget request, and Congress fails to provide for potential ‘emergency’ spending needs that can clearly be anticipated.
H.R. 1122, the Emergency Spending Control Act of 2007 more clearly defines what constitutes an ‘EMERGENCY’.  It will require justification from a President if he were to submit a funding request designated as an ‘emergency.’ And, it also creates a separate non-military reserve fund in the budget in anticipation of such ‘emergency’ funding needs.  

Last year, the House Budget Committee did set aside money that could be used in the event of a natural disaster or additional war costs.  It makes sense to prepare today for what everyone sees coming tomorrow and that is the intent of my legislation.  Please join me in working to ensure the emergency designation remains for that of a TRUE emergency and require the President and Congress to budget for potential emergency needs.   

             To become a cosponsor, or if you would like additional information about “The Emergency Spending Control Act of 2007,” please contact James Miller at x5-5301.   
    

            Sincerely,

            J. Gresham Barrett

            Member of Congress

